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Introduction

Dear Readers,

In this edition, we can finally conclude a series of topics that we had designated as
our annual focus for 2023. We decided early on what we wanted to cover and to
what extent we thought it was right and appropriate.

However, postponed delivery dates and problems in the production of new products,

. . . . . . . Holger Spaing
which should and had to find their place in here in any case, required a rethink. Editor-in-chief

We didn't want to ignore innovative products that already grabbed our attention as samples in Nuremberg
and promised to be exceptional. After all, this series was and is the perfect setting for them and they
came closer to our expectations of coherent realisations than previous offers from the large-scale
production.

We're talking about Noch, of course, as you've probably already realised. Figures with such a lifelike
appearance have never been available from model railway dealers before. And figures, and today we are
turning our attention to animals, are an essential part of any layout.

All too often they are placed carelessly and fail to have the desired impression. The geometrically minded
mathematician or technician unconsciously places them according to a fixed grid spacing to fill as large
an area as possible with the expensive accessory.

We want to break through such static thought patterns by looking at nature, internalize the behaviour of
animals and then place them in such a way that they too have a story to tell us. No matter how small they
may be, they will not fail to make an impact.

This is an approach “from prototype to model”, which is also characteristic of our reader Michael Béttcher.
As a former operation service teacher with the German Federal Railways, he has a completely different
view of the prototype action and is fascinated by incorporating what he has seen into a story and telling
it frankly on the model railway. It will be interesting to see what he has come up with for us.

Perhaps you will feel similarly inspired after reading this edition's gleaning of new products? We have put
together some great products that we had already discovered in Altenbeken but were unable to include
in the event report.

And finally, when our June edition was in the final stages of publication, there was a great celebration not
far from the editorial office: Modellbahn-Union in Kamen turned 25 years old and used its biennial summer
festival to commemorate the occasion appropriately.

We were also there to congratulate, celebrate and actively participate. We were able to show our own
products in action, give explanatory modelling demonstrations and contribute an attractive children's
programme too. Today we look back on these two days.

Now all of us from “Team Trainini® hope you enjoy reading and wish you a great summer.

Sin-Z-erely,

Holger Spaing
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We thank Michael Béttcher for his contribution.

Date of publication of the German language version of this issue: 30 July 2023

Cover photo:

218 304-0 pulls its local train past the equestrian centre with
verve. There are some horses in the paddock, presum-ably
looking forward to a ride. One of the other animals is enjoying
it, perhaps going fox hunting with its rider. At least that’s what
the elegant riding attire and the accompa-nying pack of
hounds suggest.
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The Federal Railway around 1982
Special Steel Plate Transport

Michael Bottcher favours model railway operations that are as close to the original as possible.
However, he is not interested in the exact reproduction of a specific prototype situation, but rather
in inventing stories and freely realising them, for which he then uses the service regulations and
timetables of the former German Federal Railways as a guide.

By Michael Bottcher. What drives us in the model railway hobby? The motivations are certainly as varied
as they are justified. My main focus, for example, is on recreating prototypical events as realistically as
possible in the model — in our case, of course, on a scale of 1:220.

| was recently triggered by an interesting incident that | came across in Hemelingen harbour in Bremen:
several heavy goods cars loaded with steel plates were being unloaded using a forklift truck. | found that
really interesting. Now it was “only” a matter of constructing a suitable story around the experience and
making the necessary accessories.

Viewing this Samms 709 flat wagon loaded with steel sheets provided the idea for today's model contribution. On page 5, the detailed
photo (top) shows the load securing, and below it the unloading of a more modern Samms 489 with the help of the forklift truck after
opening the securing devices (bottom photo).

The framework conditions were quickly defined, “difficult” circumstances always require flexible solutions,
and this was already the case at the beginning of the 1980s. Terms such as “just in time,” communication,
teamwork, flexibility, “making a call,” etc., were not yet on everyone’s lips; it was simply done.

It tells the story of an unscheduled transport of steel plates from the Bremen steelworks, which became
necessary due to the coincidence of various adversities that unfortunately occurred at the same time.
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The background of this transport is examined from the point of view of the operations officer. Which
regulations, documents, and timetables are relevant? What does something like this look like and what
decisions can, should and must be made on the basis of the regulations and documents? Which
departments are involved, what is the content of the communication and how is the information channel
to those involved? A lot comes together.
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I would also like to point out that this is a purely fictitious story, which will always have more or less large
logical and technical gaps, but, in any case, a large portion of tongue-in-cheek. Some of the company
documents have also been supplemented or altered by quite freely interpreted facts!

The (pre-)history

A high-ranking employee of the Federal Ministry of Transport has personally called the manager of the
Bremen steelworks: “The steel plates must leave your factory for Minden immediately. The train must be
on its way by Wednesday 30 June at the latest. Let them attach one more wagon to any train — that's it!”

This brought the conversation to an abrupt end. “Just add one more wagon”, was what the railway
dispatcher at the steelworks received a little later from the very top. What had happened?

Schachtschleuse
nach Havarie

beschadigt und
gesperrt

Schleuse

Untere
Schleuse

gesperrt,
UmbaumaBinahme
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On 23 June 1982, a serious accident occurred in the Minden shaft lock. The large motor vessel GMS
Edeltraut crashed almost unchecked into the lock exit gate as a result of a short-term engine failure and
damaged it severely.

The consequences were far-reaching. As another lock in Minden (“lower lock”™ was undergoing
renovation work, it could not be used either. The connection between the Weser and the Mittelland Canal
was disrupted, not to say interrupted. A real disaster for inland shipping on the Weser and Mittelland
Canal federal waterways.

What a mishap! But how to get out of this mess? The lock gate now has to be completely replaced. We
are talking about several tonnes of 20 mm thick steel plates that had to be used to create a stable new
construction for the lock gate.

Another problem is that the steel plates from the steelworks in Bremen cannot be installed in the same
way as they come from there. As water is part of the nature of a lock gate, the steel plates must first be
given a waterproof coating.

And this is where the company SBV in
Heisterholz (Weser), a few kilometres from
Minden, comes into play. The steel plates
have to be pre-treated there.

| found an old trade fair brochure for the
company in the documents. Well, and as life
goes: “Sometimes you're not lucky, and
then, you're unlucky too.”

Of course, SBV also has a railway siding, but
it is currently undergoing a long-planned
track renovation that will take at least
another week to complete.

This means that the company can only be
reached by water (on the Weser).

Due to the damage to the battle lock in
Minden, the entire upper Weser is closed to
shipping traffic to prevent a backlog of ships.
Quick solutions must now be found.

So, the powerful officials of the Hannover
operations management (based at the
Hannover BD) came up with the following
plan:

The steel plates were to be transported on a
suitable wagon on a scheduled train from the
Bremen steelworks to Minden. There, the
wagon was to be abandoned and
transported to the Hankenberge stop on the loading line by means of a special transfer. From there, it
continues by road roller to the company SBV in Heisterholz, 4 kilometres away.
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Meanwhile, the DB official at the steelworks is still thinking about the extra wagon. “He's got a clue, the
foreman, as if there were any wagons just standing around in the neighbourhood.”

This is where the problem starts, because a Samms
wagon would actually have been needed for the 79
tonnes of steel plates, but after consultation with the
management wagon service, such a wagon was not
available at short notice.

Blatt 1.24

There is only one Sa 705 heavy goods vehicle left at the
factory, which is not currently in use. And it has neither Vverladebeispiele
end walls nor st_anchions. So, we first _have to see _if Mittelbleche und Grobbleche (ungedit)
that's even possible. Exactly the exception we need is
quickly found, and that fits the bill.
Im Rahmen der Vorschaiften in Band 1 wird empfohlen:
Let's have a look for a suitable train and consult the GZV
(goods train formation regulations). 52740, it looks 3 i
good, as it is scheduled to run via Nienburg — Minden, wﬂm"'“"l .
so the Bremen — Osnabriick runway should not have Flachwagen mit Borden oder Rungen,
had a free timetable path at that time. e e o

2 Verladeart

21 Gestapelte Bleche in Einzelstapain.
Jueder Stapel wenigstens zweimal mit Stahiband oder Stahl-
draht gebunden,
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A block train consisting of empty Fad wagons, the so-called “Empty Coaler”. A look at the goods train
formation regulations reveals the following: “Deviations must be agreed with the management and the
departments involved.” The number is instructed by the Federal Ministry of Transport, so it's a gift.

6. Abweichungen

- Abweichungen von der Zusammenstellung oder Benutzung der Ziige im Abschnitt IiI
sind nur gestattet, wenn die betroffenen Bahnhéfe damit einverstanden sind, die
Beférderung der Wagen nicht verzégert wird und kein zusatzlicher Triebfahrzeug-
aufwand entsteht. Fir jede Abweichung ist die Zustimmung der Zugleitung einzuholen.
Abweichungen von langerer Dauer ordnet die Bundesbahndirektion an.

Finally, a special transfer has to be inserted. Due to the immense time pressure, this was done by telex.
This telex was quite something. Let's see what has to be communicated to whom and how. Here are a
few points:

* Which railway stations and offices should be notified? Who is responsible for dropping off the
wagon in Minden?

* Which department provides the locomotive and the shunting staff for the special transfer?

Important: It must be a V locomotive (diesel locomotive) because the loading line in Hankenberge
is not spanned with contact wire.
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Which department provides the Culemeyer road scooter and its tractor unit? This department,
Kbw Minden, also has to produce a support frame for the steel plates on the Culemeyer at short
notice.

Which timetable is required for the special transfer to Hankenberge?

So here is the telex:

July 2024

64 minden Bamniel
Sam

. ) %
Mingien | bleat);
S5am

fin 3
26 han db Eing. 28 JUMI 1982
Al

|
i
d
b 1527 von hannover 27 06 1657 ﬂ-fﬂz Ay _A?u.é..t[-.&i*?&l( !‘?_g

bf bw kbw ma gv ozl ztl Gl Dw Ubw
von nienburg (weser) ueber leese-stolzenau bis minden fweser)

bw minden

kbw minden

gv minden

nachr. : ozl essen stl mainz

betreff apl. ueberf schwerlastwagen

am 30. 06.82 veberfuehrt dgd 57240 einen bel. achwerlastwagen sa705
mit stahlplatten von bremen stahlwerke ueber minden gbf sur
weiterbefoerderung nach hankenberge.

nach entladung hankenberge weitertransport der stahlplatten per
strassenroller zur fimma sbv heisterholsz (wesen.

ankunft minden gbf 14,47. 5a705 (reilung spitee) absetezen.

um 15,27 verkehrt ngs 86061 von minden gbf nach hankenberge
fahrplan minden gbf 15,27 hankenberge an 15,33.

hg 80 kn/h, last 99%, mbr 64, fzt nach buch 162 seite 148.
rueckfahrt wird besonders geregelt.

bf windheim erteilt bef ad apl halt 57240 in minden gbf.

bf minden stellt rg fuer absetzen 5a705 in minden gbf und ueberf
nach hankenberge fmitfahrt auf tfz).

ladestrasse hankenberge freihalten 30.06.82 10-19 uhr.

bw minden stellt vlok und tf br211/212.

kbw minden stellt strassenroller, sugmaschine und -bediener.
strassenroller ist mit tragegestell f stahlplatten aussuruesten.

entladung sa705 durch fa sbv.

ladegeschaeft ist bis 18 ubr zu beenden und ladestr anschliessend su
ragumen.

beteiligte verstaendigen.

bd hannover bf 13 big +

25 han db 1712

64 minden
64 minden
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At another level, the confirmation of the agreement between the transport service provider Deutsche
Bundesbahn and the customer / freight recipient SBC must be regulated. First of all, it is agreed by
telephone that the SBV will provide the corresponding unloading device and its operator. Everything must
be in official order! Here is the corresponding confirmation telex from the Minden general agency to SBV:

e ¢ 4 —— S eta R E wE w esmsEmd Al @ 4 g B0 Sweme
- -

570471 sbv d
311224 db d

B e Rk Rt T R - FRpp—

fs 1436 von minden feserd 1fsst 28 06 1134

fimma sbv

metallveredelung gmbh u co. kg
telex-nr. 570 4T

4963 heisterbols fesen

telefonat awischen ihwrem herm celgemeier und unserem hmdenberater,
herm boettinger, vom 27.06. 82, 15.30 uhr

sehr geehrte damen und herren,

zur schriftlichen bestaetigung des gestem stattgefimdenen telefongespraechs
unserer mitarbeiter wird folgendes susammengefasst:

die dringlichleit des stahlplattentransportes zur reparatur der
schachtschleuse steht ausser frage, das bundesministerium fuer verkehr (o hat

asusserste prioritat und einen entsprechenden aktionsbedarf festgestellt.

wegen der derzeit laufenden instandsetamgsarbeiten an ihrem gleisanschluss
muss die veberfuehrung der stahlplatten (79 tonnen) von hanlenberge in ibr werk
im wege des strassenrollerbetrisbes abgewickelt werden. strassenroller,
zugmaschine wnd falrer werden durch die tundesbaln gestellt.

sie sorgen fir eine rechtzeitige bereitstellung des entsprechend geeigneten
entladegerastes einschliesslich eines befachigtgen bedieners an der
ladestrasse der haltestelle hankenberge. anknft des vebergabezuges, bestehend
aus einem beladenen schwerlastwagen sa7(5 von minden, ist am 30.06.8 um
15.33 uhr.

das ladegescheeft muss bis 18 ulr abgeschlossen sein.
mit freundlichen gruessen

dr. schmllenstock, generalvertreter
gereralvertretung minden fesen +

311224 db d 1673++
570471 sbv d

v TELEX EXrT TELEX EXTrTr TELEX
(F7d1 ERCEEERd X3731 smdﬁdqaalal ¥ xa-lg.l. m
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The journey begins

Now let's just imagine it's 30 June 1982 and everything is ready. The special transfer of the steel plates
on the Sa 705, lined up at the head of train Gdg 57240, can start at the Bremen steelworks.

Book timetable for Gdg 57240 (photo left) and the relevant section from Nienburg to Minden (photo right).
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We encounter Gdg 57240 for the first time shortly after the junction to the “Nato railway” (photo on page 12 below) and at the
intermediate stop in Windheim (photo above), where the driver accepts the Ad command.

Befehl A
Eun .FW-S?‘ EJ'J[ 0
a) fahrt ohne Ausfahraignal aus

b} fahrt vorbei am = Halt zeigendan - gestirten —

Einfahrsignal ... Spensignal ...
Ewizchensignal _. ieee SPEATSignal . f
Ausfahrsignal .. Spemrsiana !
Dackungssignal ... dar Deckungssiedle
Blocksignal .. xnl.__-..g_l. atelle
Abaweig -
Selbsiblocksignall Mr. ! ! !

cl fahrt nh.r.m Signal - .ein — wgibar
i BTl

halt cnferplan ma dig ca
Mindea G-Hf 1 Wh&ih
(.{fJéT.FEEh

Windheiw o 3006582 44 5 40
Erhaltan | 1 mal}

Torh~ T-

{Biarre, Memessdiomg)

Der Fahrdisnsiisiisr

Hos Skt

Coltiget unlir Basairung dai Oeddinhic ermdslimn |
Fehtzyueifesdus iz umratimosn Tails<helg sinsehin |

01

Ank 14 Betehl A 8% o 0 mm Pk 100 3068
ADE 11 aesgleichen 5 x 200 o Ok 55 5060

July 2024

The weather conditions are similar to the real summer of 2024:
mixed, a bit of everything. Here we meet the train just after the
junction with the “Nato railway” (Nienburg — Minden), the
Nienburg — Hannover line can still be seen in the background.

In the meantime, Gdg 57240 has reached Windheim, where it
is briefly called HpO - train stop. There, the driver accepts
command A for the unscheduled stop at Minden Gbf to set
down the steel plate wagon, as specified in the insert telex. We
would not like to withhold a copy of the document that the
Windheim dispatcher has kept from our readers (photo left).

After a short stop, it's “bon voyage” again, the two railwaymen
say goodbye, the dispatcher pulls the exit signal and the
journey can continue.

A short time later, our goods train passes the Hankenberge
stop, where the Sa 705 with the steel plates is supposed to go.
But there is no chance of setting it down here yet. There is still
absolutely nothing going on in the area of the loading line. Gdg
57240 continues towards Minden.

Please do not be alarmed that the block signal for the opposite
direction shows “drive” (photo page 13 above). In the
meantime, it has been switched through and therefore only
signals passage.
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Gdg 57240 passes Hankenberge (photo above), but is unable to set down the flat wagon destined for this station. A little later, both
the Culemeyer road roller and the “unloading device” from SBV have arrived at the loading line (photo below).

But a little later, there is a hint of activity in Hankenberge. Both the Culemeyer team and the “unloader”
from SBV have now arrived. A brief discussion ensues and the DB driver is a little taken aback.
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“Moin. A forklift truck? What do you want with it?” “Moin too, loading steel plates, what else? That's what
we always do at the factory.” “Well, if you say so. Can | leave the trailer like this? Otherwise, say now that
| want to go back later...” “Right, leave it like that.”

That takes care of that as well. Shortly before Minden, a last look at 57240, here it rolls past a loading
point that has been “left open” in the meantime, which the local goods train with the single wagonload of
steel plates will pass again later on its way to Hankenberge.

Gdg 57240 passes a loading ramp that has now been left open at a so-called alternative connection point (Awanst).

At around the same time, the 212 that will later be required in Minden is still travelling on a branch line
with a transfer. This consignment will also reach Minden goods station shortly. Now that both trains have
arrived in Minden, things have to move quickly. The 140 of 57240 sets the steel plate wagon down and
back onto the train. Brake test, update the paperwork — on we go.

The 212 then accepts the Sa 705. Brake test, the train dispatcher hands over the wagon list and the
brake note, the driver opens the book timetable with the comparison plan and the train is ready to go.
The exit signal shows “drive,” the driver presses the hand wheel of the driving switch, the train starts to
move and a few minutes later passes a familiar spot.

There, the colleague from the rubber track is also travelling quite quickly. The two drivers meet briefly,

greet each other and continue on their respective journeys. Finally, the short journey of the local goods
train draws to a close as it reaches the entrance to Hankenberge.

continued on page 17
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A class 212 diesel locomotive is travelling with a transfer on a branch line (photo above) and accepts the Sa 705 when it arrives in
Minden. As it also passes Awanst, now in the opposite direction, it encounters a railway bus (photo below)
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Now the points still have to be unlocked. The shunter collects the necessary key from the signal box.
After the shunting department has pulled up to the points, the train is pushed to the loading line. The
shunter is at the head, more or less in accordance with the regulations, and gives the Ra2 “come here”
signal.

Shortly afterwards, the entrance to Hankenberge (photo above) is reached. After unlocking the points, the heavy goods vehicle is
pushed past the road roller and onto the loading road (photo below).
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A short time later, the department is ready for the forklift driver to start work. In the meantime, the three
railwvaymen, engine driver, shunter and Kaelble driver, have gone off for a pot of coffee: “Do you need
any more help? We're off, then...”

The unloading process is routine. The forklift picks up three sheets at a time and transports them to the road roller, on which they are
then deposited.

“Bullshit” he thinks to himself and just gets going. The steel plate unloading routine obviously seems to
work. After all, it's not the first time his colleague at the stacking fork has done this. The end of the work
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is in sight. The forklift carefully drives up to the trolley, picks up three plates, “shuffles” them into position
and places them on the Culemeyer. Precision work, skilful is skilful!

Half an hour later, the work is actually finished, the Sa 705 is unloaded and the Culemeyer is loaded with
the steel plates. The load is not stacked as neatly as on the railway wagon, but for the few kilometres on
the road at crawl speed, it should be fine.

The load is lashed down and the Kaelble starts to move. The forklift truck is already on its way, after all,
the steel plates have to be unloaded at the SBV plant. The railwaymen from the goods train also want to
get going again, it's time for the end of the working day. With the forklift truck, he has pretty much ripped
up the wooden frame on the heavy goods wagon, but the nails are still in it, which should still fit for the
few kilometres back to Minden.

The passing of D 739 still has to be waited for before the shunting unit can pull out of the loading siding to start its return journey.
However, the diesel locomotive will only be able to switch to the other end of the train in Windheim.

In the background, D 739 from Bielefeld to Hamburg-Altona is rushing towards its next stop at Leese-
Stolzenau. The driver wants to get going, after all they still have to go to Windheim to change trains: “So,
we can get on track behind that one. Is the wood on the back still solid? When the express train is through,
unlock the points and I'll pull ahead.”

“Yes, master.” Behind the express train, the two of them finally pull away and everyday life in
Hankenberge is back to normal. An eventful working day draws to a close.

All photos and illustrations: Michael Bottcher

E Information on the Minden waterway junction:
« https://dewiki.de/Lexikon/Wasserstra%C3%9Fenkreuz_Minden
: https://gewaesser.rudern.de/_detail/minden-11.png?id=wasserstrassenkreuz_minden
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Model

New products review
New Products Show in May

At the beginning of May in Altenbeken, several important new products for our gauge were
showcased that could not be included in the report from the event. We therefore want to give them
the space they deserve in this section and present them to our readers in more detail after the
event.

The French manufacturer Azar Models celebrated an exhibition premiere in Germany. Owner Moise
Rogez already has extensive experience in modelling, having previously manufactured and sold drones.
As a supplier of model railways, however, he is still quite young, which is all the more reason for him to
make a name for himself with spectacular models and innovative ideas.

His financing project for the French high-speed TGV train, which was launched at the end of 2023 and
successfully completed in February 2024, attracted a great deal of attention. Having such a large project
financed not by banks but by customers and other private lenders deserves respect. It was not easy to
expect that it would be successful because it was a premiere.

Of course, there is now great interest in the progress of this project, as it will probably be some time
before the first moulded samples are ready. The French world record train was given its own display case
in Altenbeken, in which it was presented in seven prototypical parts.

With the BB 67400 in the "Isabelle™ livery, one of the announced novelties was already running on the Azar Models demonstration
layout. The covered wagons on the coupling are also the first samples of a novelty presented for the first time in Altenbeken.

It was hard to believe that the hand samples on show were still 3D printed examples! Delivery is
scheduled for 2025, and at that time two units of this train can optionally be coupled. Analogue and digital
versions will be offered, and both versions have fine pantographs made of injection-moulded plastic in
common — they were still missing on the sample shown.

The product features listed also include electrically connected bogies, although this has not yet been
described in more detail in relation to the Jacob bogies of the intermediate wagons: Does it serve to draw
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It could be available shortly after this issue is published: The SNCF Corail coach also makes a perfect addition to the German class
1812, which Rokuhan realised almost ten years ago.

current across all axles or should current be drawn at the front depending on the direction of travel in
order not to run over disconnected stopping sections in analogue operation?

There are no questions about the interior design of all intermediate carriages, which also includes the bar
car, which is effectively emphasised by interior lighting. The head and tail lights on the power cars shall
also alternate depending on the direction of travel.

The Corail coach, which was presented in the 1st class version, needs no explicit explanation at this
point. The interior fittings were clearly recognisable and the paintwork and printing definitely
demonstrated its status as a production release sample.

This is the current status of the French TGV project at Azar Models. In this case, all components still come from the 3D printer.

These wagons, which will be offered as wagon collection, are also being injection moulded and should
be available next month. In view of their (also cross-border) significance, we will then also present them
in detail in Trainini®.

However, two further models that are no longer new construction models will be available in July. We
already presented the SNCF diesel locomotive BB 67400 in Trainini® 7/2022. Two years later, the
previous versions are now being reissued using a production technique with plastic injection moulding
and a changed road number. The “Capitole” and “Isabelle” colour variants are completely new.
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AVAILABILITY: END 2024
Different Liveries

Three livery variants of the BB 67400 were presented (top row in the photo above), including “Isabelle” on the far right, which had
not previously been offered. One row below, are the CC 65000 with newly designed single-arm pantographs mentioned in the text and
two versions of the CC 72000 diesel locomotive. Two further designs of the 67400 are already scheduled for delivery (photo below),
including the “Capitole” (on the right in the photo) for pulling a historic set for the first time.

The six-axle diesel locomotive of the CC 72000 series was shown as a 3D printed sample with complete
paintwork but is also expected to be available soon.

The “Logserv” and “FRET SNCF” livery variants of the tarpaulin-covered wagons are planned for
September. They differ from Marklin's design, which will certainly only be noticed immediately by good
prototype experts but is certainly relevant. Finally, the CC 65000 is expected at the end of 2024 and has
been announced in various versions — we have already been able to show factory photos of this six-axle
locomotive in a monthly edition.

Samples of models that are part of the project schedule for next year were also presented. First and
foremost is the French-built NS Series 1600 locomotive, which is travelling for the foreign subsidiary of
Deutsche Bahn in the livery shown. Azar Models had indicated to us that production would depend on
interest and possible pre-orders to be able to determine the economic viability of this variant in advance.
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AVAILABILITY: SEPT 2024

W PROJECT 2025
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The NS 1600 series, which has been transferred to Deutsche Bahn's foreign subsidiary (photo above), will only be produced if there
is sufficient interest. Another project for 2025 is the four-axle, covered SNCF freight wagons in four different designs (bottom row in
the photo below).

The last project not yet mentioned by Azar Models for the coming year is four-axle, covered SNCF freight
wagons, of which four variants are planned: the historical version in the usual brown freight wagon livery,
in yellow for horse transport, in the green of the FRET and a grey private version from Sernam.

Such wagons are eye-catchers in every freight train, as they can be found internationally and their length
is rather unusual for German eyes, because the Deutsche Bundesbahn had relied exclusively on two-
axle wagons. Things were different in France and lItaly, where the large area was appreciated and
significantly extended in this way.
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Creative products from Trafofuchs

It was mentioned several times in new product presentations that Trafofuchs is gradually converting well-
known figures to 3D printing production, but new ideas are also constantly being hatched. There were
also some of these to be seen in Altenbeken.

Among them was the Olsen gang, a well-known film trio that also encountered the railway. A collection

of travellers not only complements the great demand for different figures for busy platforms, but also
featured designs that are not part of the usual stock of the large-scale series.

M

The travellers (above) stand out clearly from the familiar Preiser figures in terms of their outfitting and posture and thus vivify the
platform even more. The Olsen gang (below) also has a real railway connection from the movies.

The dark blue dressed rider of a red trike is still one of the latest new products, even if it is no longer quite
“dew-fresh”. Birgit Foken-Brock, thus, offers one more figure for modern layout themes.

Children's playgrounds are one of the neglected layout themes that can, however, create beautiful eye-
catchers. These include not only the otherwise neglected children's figures, but also play equipment such
as slides, seesaws and climbing frames with swings. At Trafofuchs, everything is part of an item that was
also shown in Altenbeken.

Central squares form a visual centrepiece on many layouts, both with village and small-town motifs. They
are often brought to life and filled with a weekly market. Many booths can be found in the Trafofuchs
programme for this purpose, but new products are also constantly being added.

Pushed sausage and ice cream carts can certainly be found elsewhere, but a mobile service counter,

i.e., a sales trolley on a delivery van chassis, is simply too typical and commonplace for the popular
market stands. Two new models with a rear double axle were on show.
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Photo above:

The children's playground with figures (photo above) closes a gap in the range that has existed again for many years. Once upon a
time, etched play equipment was offered by 1zu220-Modelle.

Photo below:
A wide range of products vitalise beach promenades, holiday resorts, fairgrounds and the weekly market (top row). Typical sales
trolleys for fish (bottom row left) and bread and sausage products (bottom row right) are not to be missed.

One of them replicates a fish store, while the other is a meat and sausage shop. They look great among
the fruit and vegetable stands and the many shoppers with bags in their hands that are part of the
accompanying product range.

Car models close gaps

Only a few suppliers currently have car models in their programme. They often sell rather small quantities,
and there are also high postage costs due to shipping from abroad. It is therefore to be welcomed if
further gaps are closed and there are alternatives that also allow purchases at exhibitions.
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This is the case with Raffele Picollo (Genoa), who has been active for some time under the brand name
“MrZtraX”. He has been taking part in the events in Altenbeken for years, and now also has an impressive
line-up that is very broadly based.

The 1965 version of the VW Beetle makes its way into the MZX (MrZtraX) lineup, complemented by the "VW Baja Bug" as a pimped-up
beach buggy (right in photo). The Volkswagen Transporter T 3, which is also offered in various versions (left in photo), is likely to be
in demand, too. All car models are 3D-printed from transparent resin.

He started with a few movie cars in particular, which brought him a lot of attention. This was followed by
everyday cars of the present and past, which are missing from many layouts. He also presented some of
them in May 2024.

We were particularly excited about the VW Transporter T 3, the last one with a rear engine. Although this
concept seemed outdated when it first appeared, it was very successful because it was a good-tempered
car that proved itself in many forms in everyday life.

Thus, one- and two-colour Caravelle versions, a camper van and two panel vans with company
advertising are reminiscent of this. Raffaele presented the predecessor T 2 in the form of two special
models for the “Puppenkonig Bonn” (closed panel van) and as a platform lorry with an oversized squeaky
duck.

The VW Beetle has probably already been part of every car model supplier's range, so the Type 1 from
1965 was also introduced here in various colours. The road vehicles were supplemented by various
versions with long exhaust pipes and on high wheels, called the VW Baja Bug.

He also had the Japanese market in mind, as several new products were shown that are almost unknown
in Europe: Honda Z360, Honda S-MX, Toyota Crown as a police car, Honda City Turbo I, Toyota FJ
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Mr. Bean's Austin Mini in this famous film scene (photo above left) has long been a classic in MrZtraX's range, but is shown here in
close-up to illustrate the high detail reproduction and effect of the clear windows. Brand new and not yet delivered are the “Beetles
under tarpaulin” for prototypical loading of the new Off 52 car transport wagons from Marklin (photo above right). In Japan, the Zetties
will certainly be pleased to see typical motor vehicles (photo below) that are part of their everyday scene. lllustration top right: Mr
ZtraX | Raffaele Picollo

Cruiser and the Mitsubishi Fuso small lorry. If you want to design your layout according to Far Eastern
motifs and address Shinkansen traffic, for example, you can't go past this offer.

It is explicitly worth taking a look at the pages of MrZtraX and also at his current delivery listing (with
product images), which contains many more models and also announcements for the near future. We
obviously still have a lot to expect from this supplier!

+ The webpages of the three manufacturers:
« https://azar-models.com
< http://www.mrztrax.com
+ http://www.trafofuchs.de

8eccccccccscescecsceccecscsccsccscccccccccce
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Layout details (part 8)
All Creatures great and small

A model railway layout should and must look alive, and well-placed figures play a decisive part in
this. We have already dealt with this in Part 7 of our series on layout details and learned that it is
not only the number of figures that matter, but also their careful selection and correct positioning.
The same applies to animal figures.

What would life be like without animals? We encounter them every day, even in the concrete jungles of
poorly planned cities, be it pigeons on church towers and in public squares, dogs on a leash, or feral cats.

Up close and personal with the animal world: If you want to depict wildlife, pets or domestic animals on the layout, you have to learn
to observe and understand our animal contemporaries.

We will leave out even smaller creatures at this point, because one thing should already be clear: a model
railway without animals is almost inconceivable. If we change from urban environments to the more
frequently seen branch line themes, animal figures become even more relevant.
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Two bright red macaws (top right) and a grey heron (left) cavort in this Cuban motif, while a worker fights off two alligators (centre)
with an iron bar.

In the countryside, we encounter far more wild animals in the woods and meadows, but also farm animals
that play a central role in the food supply. It is clear therefore that far more and different animal figures
need to be included in scenes set in the countryside compared to a city theme.

Animals all behave very differently towards the observer. In any case, their size, their characteristics as
herd or solitary animals and the colour of their fur or feathers are major features to take into account.

Many animals camouflage themselves and do not want to be discovered in their habitat, while others
need to stand out from their conspecifics or wear markings with warning colours. Just think of the fire
salamander, which we rarely spot, but it stands out when we do.

We can therefore use our figures skilfully and purposefully to draw attention to a scene or specific area
of our choice. Similarly, we can also deliberately create hide-and-seek games that invite our layout
viewers to take a closer look at detailed areas and entice them to go on a discovery tour.

The diversity of what is nowadays available on the market also allows us certain freedoms. For example,
with the variety of available figures it has long been possible to include, if one wanted to, an entire zoo or

wildlife park on a layout. Landscapes outside the European or North American continent with their fauna
can also be depicted.

continued on page 32
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Photo above:

A photo safari to the dried-up waterhole on the back of an elephant cow is a rather unusual theme. At the end of the expedition, we
encounter African herd animals looking for water. The wild elephants are all cows whose herd is led by a lead cow. The bulls live as
loners.

Photo below:
We may encounter the dromedary in a Z gauge zoo, but it is also suitable as a “ship of the desert” caravan animal in the Arabian
desert, as show in this skilfully executed scene.
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For example, elephants, dromedaries and even crocodiles are part of the existing product range. Some
were perhaps initially intended as circus animals after the company Luetke Modellbahn added a circus
tent and wagon to its range at an early stage, thus covering a very popular theme for eras Ill and IV. At
the same time, however, they also opened up new scope for creativity.

Some Z scale enthusiasts also like to use these to misappropriate animals or to reproduce unpleasant

everyday events. The raccoons from the Klingenhofer miniatures range serve as an example here.

Who offers animal figures in 1:220 scale?
< With a little skill, some animals can certainly be converted from existing figures. For g
3 example, the unicorn as a fantasy and fairy tale animal could certainly be derived from ¢
+ a horse.

« A snake or slow worm is made from thin enamelled copper wire that is slightly thickened
< in the head area and recoloured if necessary.

SDeer, sheep, horses and cows found their way into programme of large volume ¢
« producers early on. Some of them had already been reissued several times and in ¢
« different versions at Faller, Merten, Noch, or Preiser, but are currently not consistently
¢ available.

« This is why small volume producers have been quite active in this area of the market.
S Here too, not all creations from the past are available from manufacturers. KoMi-
*+ Miniaturen and Rolfs Laedchen should be mentioned here, and Trafofuchs also has «
. some animal figures in its range.

+ The most important supplier here is Klingenhéfer Miniaturen, which also produces ¢
+ animals that are not to be found in the domestic environment but belong into zoos or S
< also serve foreign themes that are located in other climate zones. .

Racoons surely do not look out of
place on North American scenes, but
escaped zoo and farm animals have
also settled in Germany and been
able to move into sustainable habitats.

This  eye-catching animal can
therefore be used as a detail that is
sure to attract the attention of many a
spectator.

However, many people are not even
familiar with this animal and not aware
that it has been around in Europe for
many decades. This is probably
because raccoons are nocturnal, and,

therefore, are not easy to hunt and eradicate. If to appear authentic on a European layout, they should,
therefore, be placed discreetly.

Miniature birds

Other exotic birds on layouts are parrots. These colourful and eye-catching birds are perfectly at home
in South Sea motifs with palm trees, but the macaw available at Rolf's Laedchen is actually at home in
the South American rainforest. There they live in large flocks, with the birds deliberately keeping a greater
distance from each other. Only pairs tolerate greater proximity to each other and then like to engage in
grooming each other.

A South Sea motif therefore tends to depict
ornamental birds, which are also popular in
our latitudes. Every now and then, some of
these intelligent animals escape captivity
and cannot find their way back in a
completely strange environment.

In the city of Dusseldorf, a whole colony of
collared parakeets has evolved from
escaped captive birds. It's hard to not notice
them as they have learnt to look for suitable
food and to survive a German winter.

The event on which this is based can be
used to create an interesting layout scene.
Jurgen Tuschick has equipped the station
of his latest layout Heinzenberg, which is
located in Hesse, with a bright red macaw.

The ring-necked pheasant, which is also native to Germany (in two nhominate
forms), is still missing as a 1:220 scale figure. Photo: MakaraSK (CC-BY-SA-
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There is no doubt that this magnificent specimen is now
missing somewhere and anyone who discovers the
scene will instinctively look for the owner, who is
perhaps following his escaped favourite bird with a bird
cage.

Other very exotic birds can also help us to attract
attention. The blue peacock, which originally comes
from South Asia and belongs to the pheasant family, is
a very popular bird. Roosters are particularly popular as
park birds, but such a figure is not yet available on a
scale of 1:220 — it is certainly not easy to realise either.

The situation is different with the pink flamingo, which
originates from Africa. They are always found in large
groups and usually stand at regular intervals in the
shallow banks of standing water, often on just one leg.

Their bright feather colour, ranging from white to pale
pink to light red, makes them stand out so clearly
against the dark green of the water that they become a
visual focal point. This can also be used deliberately,
as they are certainly not out of place in a well-kept park.

But there is also a suitable market offer for native
waterfowl species of which the grey heron and the
white stork are the two largest representatives. The §
heron is solitary and can remain motionless in one This grey heron has settled on the top of a gable in its typical
position for a long time while it lies in wait for prey. It perching posture. When approach by people this shy bird
can be placed well in the planted margins of a standing ' ¥ away immediately.

body of water, where it is not immediately recognised,

which also presents viewers with another challenge.

Placing them on fields is also a good way to add some variety to an otherwise monotonous looking patch
of land. As they do hunt for mice (and presumably hamsters too) in spring and summer, putting several
specimens on a field at some distance from each other will make for a realistic looking scene.

The stork prefers wet meadows as well as riparian areas, but otherwise has a similar food spectrum,
which includes frogs and other small vertebrates. However, it tends to roam its territory when it is looking
for food. Stork nests are also popular on model railway layouts and can be put on top of chimneys and
church towers where they are clearly visible.

As long as there are no eggs to incubate, these birds can always be found in pairs on the nest. Typical
is the “clattering” of their beaks with their heads tucked back on their necks. Often there is not just one
breeding pair in a village. Where storks settle, whole colonies can often be found.

This also applies to the mallard, our most common representative of this waterfowl family. Occasionally

we find such specimens along a small stream, and they are often found in large humbers on the slow-
flowing banks of rivers and on lakes and ponds. During the breeding season, pairs can often be clearly
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