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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
Finally, it’s time to tinker again! Even if it was only enough for a short article this 
time, we are making progress with our beginners’ winter layout at last. The goal is 
ambitious, as it should be on display at our anniversary exhibition at the beginning 
of October, if possible. 
 
A few weeks later, it will be in demand as a store’s window decoration, which I am 
particularly pleased about. With it, we will be able to bring the model railway back 
to Dortmund's pedestrian zone. 
 
These are places where we used to press our noses against windowpanes, as children. Model railways 
still fascinate us today, but they have disappeared far too much from our everyday lives. We want to, 
must and can change that. 
 
Our exhibition to mark the 20th anniversary of the magazine should be one step in this direction. To 
achieve this, we are planning a very colourful and varied programme that will appeal to all living 
generations, even if you are not already a model railway fan. 
 
In the meantime, we have set up a separate page for you on our portal pages, which we will maintain and 
add to. Soon there will also be a list of exhibitors. But I promise you: We will not disclose everything! We 
are still good for surprises. And, if you don’t come to Wasserkurl, you might regret it later. 
 
But back to the present, the merry month of May. Last month, the Intermodellbau trade fair was held in 
Dortmund and Z gauge was conspicuously strong and well represented there. We haven't experienced 
this under old ‘management’ for a long time. Our report is correspondingly detailed. 
 
And there were also plenty of new products from Märklin recently. We test the DB VT 88 902 Wismar 
railbus in detail and can also point out minor areas for improvement. But, among the other deliveries we 
also find some that are not just covered in one report. 
 
We experience product maintenance and design variants, high-quality realisations, and, also, special 
features that no one seems to have noticed yet. That is why we have taken the time to cover all of this in 
detail and have come up with more material than we expected. 
 
Our book tips do not (exceptionally) fit in with the topics you will find in the other reports. So, this time 
they expand the range of topics by themselves. What they have in common is that they are written in a 
very comprehensible, detailed and entertaining way and deal with highly interesting aspects. 
 
If you were to ask me which of the two you should buy, I would have to answer: both! Let yourself be 
carried away and enjoy reading this edition, hopefully in early summer weather. We’ll see you on 4 and 
5 October, won’t we? 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Cover photo: 
There were not many opportunities to take photos of VT 88 902 
during its short period of service with DB. Here, it has come to a halt 
at the Wilhelmsthal stop in summer weather; passengers cannot be 
seen. 
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Wismar railbus from Märklin 
Beauty with minor Flaws 
 
To claim that the Wismar railbus was one of the Zetties’ favourite models is perhaps a little 
exaggerated. After all, Z-Modellbau delivered a model years ago that set new standards. But since 
this manufacturer ceased trading, the calls became louder, and Märklin finally acknowledged 
them. Today, the Göppingen realisation has to prove itself in the test and also be compared a little 
with the model from the small series. 
 
Their characteristic engine bonnets gave the vehicles their unmistakable appearance and have given 
them well-known nicknames to this day. The Wismar rail buses were affectionately referred to as Piggy’s 
Snouts or Anteaters. 
 
As they are not only popular with railway fans, but are also simple and robustly built, at least eleven 
examples from the Wismar railcar factory have survived to this day. In view of the short ‘Hannover Type 
B’ (for DRG, DR and DB) that appeared years ago at Z-Modellbau, and the new Märklin ‘Hannover Type 
A’ model, let us first take a look back in history. 
 

The type designations just mentioned (and another three) were only introduced later by the manufacturer, 
the Wismarer Waggonfabrik, in order to classify the vehicles and be able to designate them precisely. 
Nevertheless, hardly any of them were the same, as many changes were made to the interior design, 
track gauge, wheelbase, motorisation, external attachments, and also the car body. 

The T 5 of the Wittlager Kreisbahn is the former DB VT 88 900, which was identical in construction to the Märklin model. In 1970, it can 
be seen in Wuppertal-Oberbarmen without the roof rack and with a different compressed air horn. It had previously been acquired by 
the Interessengemeinschaft Historischer Schienenverkehr. Photo: Bernd Backhaus, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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They all represent railbuses of the Hannover type (named after the first customer), but the type 
designations A to E (A to C for standard gauge / D & E for narrow gauge) cannot even rudimentarily 
delineate the differences. They were developed as lightweight vehicles for branch line operation, which 
only offered 3rd class. 
 
As early as the 1920s, Germany’s light railroads came under enormous cost pressure on underutilized 
lines. Operation with steam locomotives proved to be too complex and expensive, while diesel traction 
was still in its infancy and was far from fully developed. 
 
Waggonfabrik Wismar therefore borrowed from bus construction but had to consider the lack of reversing 
gears for equally high speeds in both directions. So, at the beginning of the 1930s, it developed this 
simple, but robust, railbus with two independently operating engines for each direction of travel. 

 
They were housed in snouts that were attached at both ends, which provided easy access for 
maintenance and repairs. Initially, 40 hp petrol engines from Ford were used, later also diesel units from 
Deutz. The associated gearbox had four forward and one reverse gear. 
 
The vehicles thus cost only about half the price of an ordinary railcar and became interesting for small 
and private railroads. According to contemporary advertising, they covered their costs with just six 
passengers. 
 
 
 

OHE railcar DT 0508 originates from the 1937 delivery series and presents itself to the BDEF special trip participants in Winsen an der 
Luhe on May 22, 1966. One of the advantages of the railcars, affectionately known as “Anteaters” or “Piggy Snouts”, was their ease 
of maintenance. This also meant that spare parts were available from any Ford dealer. Photo: Helmut Röth, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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The first prototype went to the Lüneburg-Soltau small railway in 1932 and proved its worth there. For this 
reason, the Hannover State Small Railway Office ordered a series of nine units for various small railways, 
which led to the aforementioned name Hannover. 
 
By 1936, the range had grown to five basic types, but these were rarely supplied to standard. The 
individual wishes of the customers were always taken into consideration. Regardless of the track gauge, 
two different car bodies were used. 
 
In the narrower version, the side walls were straight, while the wider version, to which the Märklin model 
belongs, has adapted, i.e., angled walls in the entrance area. The width in the seating area was always 
the same. 

 
The ‘Anteaters’ were built until 1941, with a total of 57 units, plus two trailer cars. A further 25 railcars and 
three trailer cars went to Spain, and 14 units for the wide gauge were built under licence. 
 
 
Märklin's original prototype 
 
Wismar railbuses were not procured directly by the Deutsche Reichsbahn-Gesellschaft, but ended up in 
their stock in a roundabout way. This was also the case with the four type A vehicles, which were originally 
put into service as SAAR 73 to 76. 
 
 

The upgraded driver’s cab of a Wismar railbus built in 1933 with gearstick and foot pedals clearly shows that it is technically just a 
bus on rails. Photo: Jacek79 (CC-BY-3.0) 
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They were delivered to the railway division of the Saar region in 1934, but were taken over by the DRG 
as 135 077 to 135 080 as early as 1935. All four units survived the Second World War. 
 
While 135 079 was already taken out of service in 1946, the other three were re-designated VT 88 900 
to 902 in 1947 and were finally transferred to the Bundesbahn, which, however, took them out of service 
in 1950 as part of type reductions (VT 88 902: 21 December 1950) and offered them for sale. 
 
In view of the lack of pictorial evidence, it therefore remained disputed whether VT 88 902 actually still 
had the DB’s purple-red railcar livery, which Märklin also chose for the first edition in Z gauge. From 
Göppingen, it is said that the surviving logbook has a corresponding entry, from which the imprinted 
inspection data may also originate. 
 
This longer type A had some special features compared to the other designs: They were longer both in 
terms of the wheelbase and over buffers, offered more space in the interior and, with a permissible speed 
of 60 km/h, outperformed their other family members. 

 
And only here could both engines run simultaneously at full capacity and provide traction. Power was 
transmitted via a Mylius gearbox. Diesel engines were used right from the start. The braking system 
consisted of a foot brake and parking brake, which could also be used as an emergency brake. 
 
 

Once again, we show the T 5 of the Wittlager Kreisbahn. On 29 April 1967, it is parked at Preußisch Oldendorf station. Built in 1934 at 
the Waggonfabrik Wismar, it entered service as ‘SAAR 73’ and was classified by the DRG the following year as VT 135 077. At DB, it 
was designated VT 88 900 for a short time. Photo: Gerd Wolff, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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A two-frequency typhoon (horn) emblazoned the ends of both driver’s cabs. The original roof racks, which 
can also be seen on the model, were later removed and were in any case no longer present on the 
Wittlager Kreisbahn, as can be seen from the photos. 
 
After being taken out of service by the DB, all three veterans were taken over by the Wittlager Kreisbahn 
as T 4 to T 6 and remained in service there until the mid-1960s. T 4 and T 6 were decommissioned and 
scrapped there in 1966, Märklin's original met this fate in 1972. 
 
Only T 5 was sold to the Interessengemeinschaft Historischer Schienenverkehr (IHS) in 1970 and was 
passed on to the Noordnederlandsche Museumspoorbahn Assen-Rulde (Netherlands) in 1975. Just two 
years later, it was transferred to the CFV3V museum railway in Belgium, where it remained until 2014. It 
was then taken over by the Preußisch Oldendorfer Kleinbahn-Museum, which intends to restore it to 
working order. 
 
 
A look at the model 
 
Now that we have been able to shed some light on the history of the prototype, let’s take a look at how 
Märklin tackled this challenge. Z-Modellbau had already presented the smaller Type B in 2014 and set 
new standards. This is why we once honoured this model as the new release of the year. 
 
However, as this small series model is no longer available, there was potential on the market that Märklin 
wanted to utilise. This puts us in a position to draw the one or other comparison when testing the recently 
delivered novelty, released as Insider Club Model 2024 (item no. 88820). 
 

Precise details make Märklin's new model (item no. 88820) look like a small series model. In fact, the model from Z-Modellbau is also 
used for comparison in places. 
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Straight out of the box, we hold a lightweight that weighs less than 15 grams and immediately makes an 
excellent impression on the outside. However, it also needs to be handled with care, as delicate 
attachment parts could otherwise be bent or even broken off. 
 
Are we actually dealing with a small series model in this case? The comparatively low price does not lead 
one to expect so. In fact, the delicate, separately attached ladders to the roof look extremely filigree and 
are etched parts. 

 
But that’s not all, because the roof rack and the adjacent gangways have also been manufactured and 
fitted in the same way. Extreme caution is required here, which many mass-production customers will 
certainly not expect. 
 
This is why we explicitly point out that it is better to ‘tip’ the model out of the box into the palm of your 
hand than to grab it too roughly and pull it out. When we pick it up to rerail it, our fingers should not rest 
on the ladders! 
 
Care should also be taken when putting it back into the deep-drawn insert: The stepladder must now be 
on the left, because only on this side is there a recess in the box that can accommodate the opposite 
side, otherwise, it would be irreparably damaged. In addition, the Piggy’s Snout must be inserted carefully 
and straight, so that no pressure is exerted. 
 

Attached grab rails, access ladders, and the filigree roof rack make the VT 88 902 look like a small series model. 
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If these guidelines are ob-
served, the owner should enjoy 
the model for a long time and 
can truly savour a masterpiece 
of unusual finesse. 
 
The running gear and engine 
bonnets of VT 88 902, 
designated as type Cvt 34, are 
made of metal. The rest of the 
body is moulded plastic. 
 
The good detailing also 
includes other parts, including 
the correct reproduction of the 
buffer beams that are typical for 
the vehicle, which in this case 
are not fitted with carriers for 
bicycles and milk cans. 
 
Separately attached are also 
handrails on all four entrance 
doors, which incidentally were pushed open on the prototype. Trafofuchs also offers an insert with 
suitcases for the luggage rack, which indicates a well-utilised railcar.  
 

In fact, it was probably rarely occu-
pied, but when it was, it was with 
suitcases and crates, not bicycles. 
 
However, as the vehicles travelled on 
less frequented routes, the small 
amount of luggage was probably 
often stored in the interior. 
 
The good appearance is also under-
lined by the clean paintwork in the 
correct colours and the flawless prin-
ting. 
 
Märklin has also used its printing 
skills to emphasise important fea-
tures: We noticed the seals of the 
snouts in the transition area to the 

wagon body. The radiators are also set off in black, which was not the case with the small series model. 
 
As a result, the silver-coloured Deutz Diesel logo is also very striking. The two steps on the entrance 
doors are also highlighted in colour, the upper one in a lighter brown. 
 
The three-light headlights and the two-frequency horn above the front windows at both ends of the vehicle 
are very distinctive. The operating markings can be read with a magnifying glass, but are not as sharp as 
on other models. 
 
 

Dimensions and data for the Cvt 34 (VT 88 902) of the DB: 
 
 Prototype 1:220 Model Deviation 
 
Length over buffer (LüP) 11.700 mm 53,2 mm 52,9 mm - 0,6 % 
Length of the superstructure 11.240 mm 51,1 mm 51,8 mm + 1,4 % 
Height above rail head *  3.159 mm 14,4 mm 15,4 mm + 6,9 % 
Breite  2.902 mm 13,2 mm 13,4 mm + 1,5 % 
 
Wheelbase  6.000 mm  27,3 mm  27,4 mm + 0,4 % 
Wheel diameter  680 mm  3,1 mm  5,0 mm + 61,3 % 
 
Service mass  10,1 t  ---  12,5 g 
 
Axle formula AA dm 
Performance 2 x 50 PS / 2 x 37 kW 
Permitted maximum speed 60 km/h 
 
Year of construction 1934 
Quantity 4 units 
 
 
* Dimension without luggage rack 

The thermoforming insert only has a recess on one side to accommodate the ladder: If the 
model is inserted the wrong way round, there is a risk of damage to this part! 
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We can read that the last inspections took place in 1948 and 1949, the vehicle weighs 10 tonnes and has 
a wheelbase of 6.00 metres. The brake system is labelled Knorr-Bremse. 50 passengers can be seated 
in the railbus, which runs on roller bearings. The labelled maximum speed of 60 km/h of a railbus assigned 
to Nürnberg (Nuremberg) for maintenance also corresponds to the prototype data. 
 
There is no doubt that this is an extremely fine model, but unfortunately it also has a few weaknesses. 
For example, the slightly too large holes in the side walls for the stepladders are distracting, at least in 
some of the photos. However, in contrast to the fine rivet replicas on the roof edges, this is not noticeable 
without a magnifying glass. 
 
However, although almost all the prototype dimensions are accurate to scale, the ‘Anteater’ appears 
unusually and disturbingly long-legged when viewed from the side. In fact, there is a measurable deviation 
of a full millimetre in height. 
 
This is due to the drive wheels being far too large: they are almost two millimeters or almost two thirds 
larger than the scale conversion! A comparison with the model from Z-Modellbau, which is based on 
identical prototype dimensions at this point, confirms the enormous outlier. 
 
We accept it, because Märklin was able to explain it. The focus here was on operational reliability, as the 
miniature was not supposed to get stuck on turnouts or have problems with switching tracks. However, 
as the latter are not installed in our oval test track, we are unable to verify its success. 
 
Let us therefore conclude our look at the running gear with a word of praise. In addition to the fine replicas 
of the bearings and other features, we were particularly impressed by the sand pipes, which we were not 
expecting. Only a look from below surprisingly revealed that they are not at wheel level. 

You can see a lot of lettering on the frame and car body, which is flawlessly printed, but not nearly as fine as on other Märklin models. 
This photo also clearly shows the sand pipe leading to the first axle. On closer inspection, the four drill holes for the stepladder 
attachment show that they are too large. 
 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2025 Page 12 www.trainini.eu 

The interior also comes off well in the test: With such a small model, there is not much room for details. 
Märklin has used what is not occupied by the bell-type armature motor for an implied interior, which is 
visible through the crystal-clear windows. 

 
For example, we discover indicated seat backs in the interior and a driver’s console in the centre of each 
end, which has a prototypical wood tone. Overall, the new product is therefore completely suitable for 
display cabinets, and, thanks to the usual perspective, the oversized wheels will probably not be 
noticeable on the layout. 
 
 
Technology and conclusion 
 
However, a Märklin model 
should not only please col-
lectors and lead a showcase 
existence. That is why this 
model for early Era III also has 
to prove its driving skills on the 
test track. 
 
We know from the likewise two-
axle railbus (VT 98) that such a 
vehicle with two sliding contacts 
per pole quickly reaches its 
limits. 
 
In fact, the latest-generation 
high-efficiency motor is pro-
bably not supported by a 
flywheel and cannot bridge 
short unpowered sections with 
capacitors. In view of its (too) 
low weight, this quickly 
becomes its undoing. 

A comparison with the small series model from Z-Modellbau proves a comparable filigree quality. At the same time, however, this 
photo also exposes the much too large drive wheels, which are due to the operational safety on all Märklin track. 

At the front, the Deutz diesel logo is clearly visible on the radiator grill, which is clearly 
separated from the body. Above the front windows, we recognise the two-tone horn, 
surrounded by the three LED-lit lanterns for the head and tail lights. 
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We are finding this tiny thing to be much more sensitive to voltage than we expected. For example, we 
had to carry out some measurements several times during the test, because even short voltage 
interruptions caused a standstill. 
 
We see potential for optimisation in the following areas: larger contact surfaces on the inside of the wheel 
discs, flywheel mass or power buffering and, in any case, an attempt to increase the dead weight. Even 
the somewhat smaller Type B from Z-Modellbau exceeds its weight on the precision scales by almost 2 
grams. 

 
In contrast to this, however, Märklin’s realisation is equipped with direction-dependent light: warm white 
three-light headlights and two red taillights, generated by maintenance-free, light-emitting diodes. These 
are also used for the interior lighting on the circuit board installed in the roof. 
 
Unfortunately, they are only visible when the model is already running on some speed: The head and 
taillights operate at around 4.2 volts, while the interior is only slightly illuminated at around 5.0 volts. The 
little Piggy's Snout is already running at 2.3 volts with a converted speed of 13.8 km/h. Even the lowest 
continuous travelling speed of 22 km/h at 3.2 volts of direct track voltage still happens without any light 
at all. 
 
The prototype speed of 60 km/h is reached by the new model at 5.2 volts track voltage, i.e., when the 
interior lighting first appears. If we apply a maximum rated voltage of 10 volts to the track, at least the 
model can compete with modern vehicles: its maximum speed measures 120.4 km/h. 
 
This is not in line with the NEM specifications, but does not bother us because the adjustability is good 
overall, and the prototype speed is clearly too slow by comparison. In addition, the risk of stoppages is 
then also significantly increased. Due to the lack of an effective flywheel mass, the miniature comes at 
prototypical speed to a standstill after only 13 mm when it reaches a powerless section. 
 
 
 
 

continued on page 15 

The distortion-free side view provides a clear look into the passenger compartment thanks to the crystal-clear windows. Only a 
comparatively small elevation was required for the engine in the cover section.  
 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2025 Page 14 www.trainini.eu 

 

The model cuts the best figure from a slightly elevated view (photo above), because the large wheel discs then recede visually. The 
separating edge between the bonnet and the body is also clearly visible. From the passenger’s perspective in a slightly angled view, 
on the other hand, we finally notice the seat backrests (photo below), which were described in the article as a feature of the implied 
interior decoration.  
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The current consumption of 9.4 mA at transformer position 100, 13.5 mA at 150, and 51 mA under full 
load is within the expected range. We did not measure the tractive force because the conversion has no 
coupler, and the prototype was also travelling without a trailer car. 
 
This brings us to the point where we want to draw an overall conclusion from all the observations and 
measurements. This is very positive overall, but must not leave out points of criticism that the 
manufacturer should address. 
 
Above all, the sensitivity to electrical contact is too high, in our opinion. While this model may perform 
well under laboratory conditions without dust, it may drive the owner crazy during trade fairs, where dust 
and other floating particles fall on the system for many hours. 
 

At home, it demands very high standards of absolutely clean rails if interruptions and dropouts are to be 
avoided. Even during our test, the running gear and electrical contacts had to be cleaned several times, 
and not all measurements were possible straight away. This is a bit too much for us. 
 
Visually, the model is on a par with expensive small series models, but costs only a fraction of the price. 
If the owner is careful when handling the model, he will get a lot of value for his money. If we also consider 
the fine printing and the lighting equipment, the gap widens even further. 
 
Only the high legs due to the clearly too large wheels are a setback, but can be forgiven due to the 
declared focus on operational suitability. For this very reason, however, the electrical contact reliability 
should be significantly increased, otherwise this argument will come to nothing.  
 
Taking all factors into account, this realisation deserves to be nominated as one of the best new product 
releases of 2025 in the locomotives category. We are curious to see which models the Wismar railbus 
will have to compete against in the end and how it will perform. 

Surrounded by contemporary car models (by Pánits László), the Wismar rail bus cuts a fine figure in layout service. It always requires 
absolutely clean rails, otherwise interruptions to the journey are inevitable. 
 

Manufacturer of the model: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
 
Loading for the roof: 
http://www.trafofuchs.de 
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Current deliveries 
Too good to forget 
 
After a rather slow start, Märklin has delivered a lot of new items in the last few weeks. We see 
the danger that some particularly successful vehicles are in danger of being lost in the maelstrom 
of speed. Some of them have the character of mould new products, which is why they should be 
presented in more detail here. 
 
The most recently delivered models include the class E 1012 electric locomotive in cobalt blue-beige 
colour scheme (item no. 88415). The version, known as the “crease”, was previously missing from the 
programme several times and was, therefore, warmly welcomed. 
 
Unsurprisingly, it comes with direction-dependent headlights generated by warm white LEDs, a bell-
shaped armature motor, and a roof that no longer has a hole for the changeover screw. It is therefore 
technically up to date and has undergone a product upgrade. 

 
One of the machines introduced in 1962 with the characteristic, streamlined front, which had led to the 
well-known nickname, was selected for the return. These locomotives from the first series were intended 
for the long-distance express train “Rheingold”, which was launched in the same year with new rolling 
stock and was the Bundesbahn’s top product – even above the TEE comfort train. 
 
It may therefore come as no surprise that Märklin has once again thought of precisely this train. After all, 
the “Knick” in this colour scheme was still missing from the programme: In 1998, a box E 10 was issued 
with the train set 81412, thus reproducing a provisional version of the prototype that had been in service 
for a few months. 
 

This is not the first time Märklin has been inspired by the Rheingold. The individually available locomotive (item no. 88415) can also 
enrich earlier packs. Photo: Michael Böttcher 
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Märklin also had to improvise here because there was not yet a crease (and incidentally also no hump 
dining car) in the mould construction kit. This was different in 2007 when the sister train ‘Rheinpfeil’ 
followed under item number 81439, which exchanged course cars with the ‘Rheingold’ in Duisburg Hbf. 
 
The train was finally complete as far as the liveries of the carriages and the locomotive were concerned. 
Somewhat unusual for many customers, the train appeared in a mixed colour variation of cobalt blue-
beige and purple-red-beige. However, after its upgrade to the TEE category in the transition period of 
1965/66, this was completely in keeping with the original colour scheme. 
 
The chosen road number of the E 10 1309 also matched the shape almost perfectly. Unfortunately, this 
does not apply to the latest edition. Märklin chose E 10 1266, a model from the first series of Rheingold 
locomotives, which, however, did not have the all-round holding bar at the front. We prove this with the 
two prototype photos. 
 
We had previously pointed out this avoidable mistake, so it was probably made deliberately. If, for 
example, the road number E 10 1312 had been used, this would also have fitted, especially as the replicas 
built for the “Rheinpfeil” also pulled the “Rheingold”. We therefore do not regard it as a compromise. 
 
Incidentally, E 10 1312 still wore its original colour until 1966 and could therefore be used quite widely. E 
10 1308, 1310, and 1311 would also have been suitable alternative numbers, as the road number 1309 
was already a template. 
 
 

continued on page 20 

It looks good, the new crease (88415). But unfortunately, the chosen road number does not match the Märklin design. Writing the 
correct number would not have caused any additional costs: an avoidable mistake! 
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The real E 10 1266 is already wearing purple and beige during the exchange of coaches between TEE 9/10 “Rheingold” and TEE 21/22 
“Rheinpfeil” on 26 February 1968 in Duisburg main station (photo above). The front, which is not identical to the Märklin model, is 
nevertheless striking. Photo: K.D. Hensel, Eisenbahnstiftung 
 
E 10 1312 still wears its original livery in Frankfurt (Main) main station in 1965 (photo below). With its surrounding handle bar and 
tread plates, it would have been a suitable model to deliver a correct model without additional effort. Photo: Reinhold Palm, 
Eisenbahnstiftung 
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A mistake has also been made again in the 87266 train set: The observation car has four side windows 
in the observation cab next to each other and is, therefore, one of the replicas for the Rheinpfeil. Below 
the window band, it would then be labelled “DEUTSCHE BUNDESBAHN” instead of “RHEINGOLD”, but 
it was also used in both trains. 
 
This is also not the first time that Märklin has ignored this, although there is unlikely to be a heart attached 
to the lettering. We would have expected the window bars, which are modelled in relief, plus the missing 
window bars for eight windows to be printed in a row, in order to get closer to the prototype. Unfortunately, 
this did not happen. 
 

However, the interior fittings, which were not announced and are still not to be found in the product 
description, deserve great praise! Only the AD4üm-62 observation car has always had them in the upper 
deck, and, in the bright red colour of the prototype, they are immediately noticeable. In this case, however, 
it is still missing in the lower level, where the bar and luggage compartment were located. 
 

The Rheingold is divided into two car sets: The first (87266) contains two Av4üm-62 compartment coaches and the AD4üm-62 
observation coach (photo above). The latter has always had an interior in the upper deck, which consistently follows the prototype 
and has therefore been sprayed red (photo below). The model still has to make do without such replicas on the lower deck. 
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However, this is different for the two Av4üm-62 compartment coaches, whose seats were covered in 
blue. Märklin has given them new interiors with compartment walls and seats, which are definitely 
noticeable from the outside thanks to their strong colour. 
 
This is also the case with the same example of car set 87284, where the same equipment can be found. 
The large-capacity coach Ap4üm-62 shows it in the same colour and similar shape, but naturally there 
are no walls in the interior here.  
 

 
 
 

continued on page 24 

The second package (87284) provides, in addition to another compartment car, the Ap4üm-62 large-capacity car and the striking 
WR4üm-62 hump dining car (photo above). The interior of the compartment car reproduces the blue seats of the prototype (photo
below). 
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Photo above: 
The seats of the large-capacity coach were also originally covered in blue on the prototype. Accordingly, the interior of the model car 
is identical in colour to that of the compartment car. According to the original, however, it shows a 2 + 1 arrangement with a centre 
aisle and toilet rooms at both ends of the vehicle. 
 
Photo below: 
The light-coloured interior of the dining car provides a visual contrast. In addition to two dining areas, separated by a centre wall, it 
also includes the double-decker kitchen, which was responsible for the distinctive hump in the roof of this carriage and created a 
unique selling point among all DSG dining carriages. 
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Do you recognise a difference between the windows in the lower and upper floors of the humpback dining car in the photo above? 
The lower windows are inserted separately, Märklin has made the upper windows appear more three-dimensional with imprints. The 
design of the car ends is also very pleasing to the eye (photo below): Both the cobalt blue and the beige colours run around the 
corners; the train end lanterns are set off in red. The elegant black decorative strip between the window strip and roof edge has not 
been forgotten either. 
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The WR4üm-62 humpback dining car has also become a delight. This is partly due to its new interior in 
a bright yellow colour, which includes the dining area and two-storey kitchen. Another plus point is the 
strikingly successful printing on the roof: this has been injection-moulded in transparent plastic and 
painted close to RAL 9006 white aluminium. 
 
This was also the case before. The windows of the upper kitchen area were always omitted. For the first 
time, Märklin has now also elaborately printed the window frames and thus achieved that they are 
plastically set off and look like inset parts. It is a small step with a big effect. 
 
Coating and printing are the consistent strengths of all three products presented so far: correct colours, 
a clean spray pattern and flawless, accurate pad printing. We were also pleased to note that the cobalt 
blue and beige-coloured stripes run cleanly around the corners of the wagon. 
 
The transition areas are painted cobalt blue and all of the cars are equipped with close couplers. All in 
all, this product enhancement means that we are probably looking at the best edition of this train and it 
relegates all its predecessors to the sidings. 
 
But there is another new product that deserves an equally close look: the class 038 (88909) steam 
locomotive with a tub tender. The Zetties were delighted with this second model after the museum 
locomotive 38 3199, which is again produced using the bronze injection moulding process. 
 

This is also a prototype with three domes on the long boiler. In contrast to the museum locomotive, 
however, we discover a driver’s cab with a fan attachment over the full length of the roof. It also has a 
one-sided Indusi on the driver’s side. 
 
 

Like its predecessor, which was also produced in bronze injection casting, 038 958-5 (88909) is also a three-domed representative of 
this series. The stencil-painted beams on the tub tender are attractively coloured red. 
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However, the magnet under the driver's cab and its holder as well as the connections have been realised 
more roughly than on the reference model. The elevation on the side wall of the driver’s cab has a 
restrictive effect on the appearance, but it is prototypical: The Bundesbahn accommodated the electrical 
system there. 
 

It is correctly reproduced that the Ege biscuit and the locomotive number were attached to this box. 
However, in the prototype, the sign with the operating number protruded to the right and left, which also 
made the box look like a foreign object. 

The reproductions of the box attached to the driver's cab and the Indusi locomotive magnet on the driver's side are striking (photo 
above). For the first time, Witte plates on the class 38 now have the correct size and also prototypical brackets (photo below).  
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Märklin obviously did not dare to apply a separate plate here and simply scaled its pad printing to make 
do with the surface of the Indusi box. This is only a compromise, but we can accept it because the smaller 
font size is not too noticeable, and it avoids a part that is in danger of breaking off. 
 
The running gear with its detailed control is also pleasing to the eye. The fiery red colour of the wheel 
spiders is so well done that there is no perceptible deviation from the circulation or the buffer beam. This 
is also due to the undetectable plastic lustre, which makes these parts look as if they have been painted 
separately. 
 
The paintwork is clean over the entire model and even the operating inscriptions are complete and finely 
applied. At this point, we would like to emphasise the supports for buffers and coupling irons on the tub 
tender set off with red paint, as well as the flash warning arrows on the domes and inspection markings 
on the front buffer beam. 

 
Märklin justifies the higher purchase price of an injection moulding model with extremely conscientious 
realisation. It is only a side note that the buffer sleeves are not also painted red. If you had the right paint 
to hand, you could fix this yourself and perfect the impression. The indicated brake hoses and coupling 
hooks could then also be painted black. 
 
The special treat, however, are the now correctly sized Witte wind deflectors with equally correct brackets. 
All steam locomotive models produced in Göppingen otherwise have incorrect brackets on the Witte 
baffles. On the former P 8, they had to be made smaller due to its compact design and are roughly flush 
with the buffer beam at the front. 
 
This was not previously the case with any of the models and therefore seemed somewhat strange. The 
effect of the modified part, which is part of the injection moulding and not moulded separately, is 
astonishing and very appealing. 
 
We are therefore surprised that we have not yet heard any comments from readers. After all, this is 
probably the best model of the 38 series from Märklin, to date. If you have overlooked it, then take a 
closer look and compare the different models! 

There are no differences in the degree of gloss between the body and chassis. We would also like to praise the side prints on the 
domes. And we are pleased to see that the new correctly sized wind deflectors no longer protrude over the buffer beam. 
 

Manufacturer of the models: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
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The path to the first layout (part 7) 
Winter’s sudden Return 
 
With the last progress report on our snow themed layout dating back to January, winter is set to 
return once again today. Some of the preparatory work we made is now being finalised and we 
set the stage for the next phase of the build. And then there is a model that we want to build 
largely from scratch, for lack of any commercial alternative to suit our needs. 
 
To finish off the work from the last episode on our still snowy layout, we equipped the village houses and 
the railway station building with icicles from the Faller range to get them ready for winter. 
 
Later, their roofs will also receive a snow cover matching their respective pitch and insulation underneath 
the roof tiles. We have already procured the necessary material for this: Busch offers a crystal snow paste 
(item no. 7172), which should be ideal for this purpose. 

 
The powder snow from Noch (08750) will also be used and the landscape will look as if it has been 
covered in powdered sugar. But before we get to that point, we still have a few details to prepare, which, 
for us, are simply part of the process. 
 
 
 
 

Today we are finally moving on with the winter layout. This time it's mainly about building an additional structure, but not a standard 
one straight from a kit. 
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We had already adapted a deciduous tree armature from Faller for our purposes and took some 
accessories from the “village decoration” pack, also from Faller. In the meantime, we have covered all 
pieces with grey spray paint to take away the plastic shine. This should be enough for the monument, but 
the bench and the tree will change from grey to a matching brown. 

 
The trunk and branches of the bare deciduous tree receive a brush coating with Tamiya’s red-brown 
colour (XF-64) to give them a prototypical matt finish. The round bench is given a lighter colour (XF-52; 
“Earth matt”) to make it stand out a little better.  
 
Incidentally, the tree that has now been prepared, apart from the obligatory snow tracks, will not be the 
only one on the small layout, but will probably remain in the village area. The slopes in the background 
will later be planted with Busch snow fir trees (6566). Each pack contains 20 of these, which will not be 
nearly enough. 
 
We need two to three packs even for such a small layout. It is therefore best to procure them early: First, 
trees are a financially large item for any layout, and, second, this way there is still time to back-order them 
from the dealer in case of insufficient stock. 
 
In the area of one of the two farms, we also foresee to place the model of a draw well which we already 
had in our collection. It’s a little gem of a model which came as a give-away sample from Märklin two 
years ago to showcase their bronze investment casting production technique. It will therefore also be 
prepared with a grey spray primer and then be brush painted with various Revell paints. 
 
 

continued on page 30 

After determining the tree’s position in the last episode, it was now time to colour the selected parts: Priming was followed by a brush 
application of quick-drying Tamiya colours, which are ideal for painting plastic parts. 
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The bare tree, round bench, and monument after being painted (photo above). In the area of the small park, we also plan to install a
billboard from HOS-Modellbahntechnik, as well as a railway telephone from the same company. The level crossing monitoring signal 
has been supplied by Modeba (photo below), and we still must find a space under the layout for the flashing electronics from Tams. 
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We are also preparing to add further details to the layout: we have procured a ticket machine (2088-5) 
matching the period depicted and an illuminated Sinalco drinks machine (3141-5) from the Modellland 
programme. A cut-out sheet with advertising posters (7530-5) will also be of great use. 
 
We also chose a trackside telephone and an advertising billboard from HOS-Modellbahntechnik, which 
are listed in the 1zu220-shop range. We will put up the billboard later in the small park behind the railway 
station. 
 
A Modeba level crossing monitoring signal (04172) will later be installed in the clearly visible area of the 
inner track circle. This still needs electronics to make the white LED in the signalling screen flash at the 
appropriate intervals. 
 
At the same time, it must be designed in such a way that it can be permanently installed in the hollow 
spaces underneath the layout. We found the right product at Tams Elektronik: Alternating flasher WBA-
1 (53-03017-01) with adjustable 1 to 2 Hz flashing frequency and fixed housing to protect the component. 
 

 
Today, however, all these parts are only being tested for fit and installation. Construction is to take place 
elsewhere. There is a farm on the right at the front edge of the layout, which is to be extended next to the 
residential building. An agricultural shelter for vehicles and equipment is planned here. 
 
This should be clearly visible to the viewer from the front, because this is the spot where we want to 
display a Mercedes tractor “MB trac” with minor defects, which will be preserved as a collector’s item and 
partially covered with a tarpaulin. 
 
 

Testing the position of two shelters for agricultural equipment (item no. Z101B) from Klingenhöfer Miniatures: Their overall length is 
too great for leaving any space for the farmhouse which we also want to place in this corner. At the same time, their width and height 
are not sufficient to accommodate a modern tractor. In other words, we must find an alternative solution! 
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We roughly determine the required basic dimensions with the help of the tractor model and initially decide 
in favour of a complete construction made of wood. Fortunately, however, we came across two shelters 
for agricultural equipment (Z101B) from Klingenhöfer Miniaturen; they correspond completely to our idea 
and are made of milled polystyrene. 
 
However, as they are too small to accommodate more modern and therefore larger tractors, we have 
come up with a way of modifying them. Unfortunately, combining them into one is not enough. We will 
not only have to dismantle them, but also extend them in all directions. 
 
We therefore carefully cut off the roofs with our Faller craft knife. We remove two stand widths of the rear 
wall from the still completely unpainted model. Then we also cut open the rear wall of the other model 
and add this piece there. 

 
Pattex Special Modellbau glue ensures a secure adhesive bond, which can be dispensed finely and 
precisely with its needle. As it also sets quickly, we make rapid progress. Now, we measure the length of 
the rear wall (4.2 cm) and cut a plinth from Evergreen polystyrene strips (rectangular profile) to raise the 
wooden framework. Later, this will replicate a concrete foundation. 
 
Cut two more of these strips to the same length (2.5 cm) and use them to extend the foundation towards 
the front. The “Mitre Cutter Tool” (RP-CUTR) from RP Toolz is a useful tool for this work, as it allows to 
precisely preset the cutting length and also execute mitre cuts – this will become important in a moment. 
 
 

continued on page 34 

Turning two into one! Our kit bashing begins with cutting off the roof support. Then, we will also dismantle the frame. 
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We cut out the width of two frame segments on the long side from the frame of the still unpainted shelter (photo above). We then re-
insert them in the appropriate place in the cut-up uprights of the other shelter (photo below). After gluing, we continue with the 
construction of our open vehicle shed. 
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With the help of the RP Toolz mitre cutter (RP-CUTR), the polystyrene profiles for the concrete base of the vehicle shelter can be cut 
to length quickly and precisely (photo above). The mitre cuts for all sloping beams in the roof area and stud frame are also perfectly 
executed with this tool (photo below). 
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Using the same procedure, we also add polystyrene strips (square profile 1.5 x 1.5 mm) on the upper 
side. Let them protrude slightly beyond the base at the front so that they can then be cut to the right 
length. 
 
After applying the adhesive, place the respective side panel on the cutting mat and place the steel ruler 
on it so that it marks the cut length at the right angle in the roof area. With the craft knife, it is now a small 
cut and the part fits. Repeat on the opposite side. 

 
We now also prepare the two vertical end supports; the angle of the roof pitch must be observed in the 
upper area. Finally, the RP-Toolz tool also provides us with the right moulding to glue between the beams 
of the slopes at the front edge of the roof. We have now built a roof ring anchor, which would make the 
building more windproof. 
 
The adjustment options of the cutting beam now allow us to cut a support to be installed in the centre at 
the front, including the concrete base, as well as two short diagonal struts for guiding the forces. The new 
stud frame on the side walls also requires compartments and diagonal braces to transfer the forces from 
the roof to the ground. 
 
Without changing the character of the Klingenhöfer shelter, we have now enlarged the building to the 
required extent. We carry out a final test on the layout and are satisfied. The pantile roof and the wooden 
panelling on the walls are still missing, which will be added in a subsequent episode. 
 
We will also prepare the colouring of the still white plastic material by then. A layer of matt brown acrylic 
spray from Noch (61173) quickly makes for the impression of sturdy wooden beams, which will only be 
visible on the inside after panelling. We also use the same acrylic paint to remove the plastic lustre from 
a Kibri hunter’s fence from our box of spare parts. It will secure a section of the property next to the shelter 
to the railway line. 

A small preview of the following parts: It was already mentioned at the beginning that we are procuring our material before or early 
on during the build. This also includes a ticket and drinks machine from Modellland, as well as (historical) advertising posters that 
have survived for many years on some forgotten building walls. 
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In the next episode on building this beginners’ layout, the landscape will take on more shape, as some 
additional parts will be installed. We are excited to see how they will all look together. And then we'll have 
to let it snow soon… 
 
 
 Material used: 

https://www.faller.de 
https://www.klingenhoefer.com 
https://www.noch.de 
 
https://www.pattex.de 
https://www.rptoolz.com 
https://www.tamiya.de 
 
Vorbereitende Einkäufe: 
https://www.busch-modell.de 
https://www.modeba.de 
https://www.modellland.de 
 
https://tams-online.de 
https://www.1zu220-shop.de 

Our customised vehicle shed is visible to the observer, and there is now also enough space for the farmhouse. We will enclose the 
property at the rear, but first we will give the plastic parts a matt brown coat of acrylic spray from Noch. And soon the roofers can get 
to work! 
 
















































































