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Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
We had just been discussing and deciding which models and works should be 
honoured for the past year. Only one month later, we are now looking ahead to the 
future. 
 
As with every year, there was a huge amount of work to be done: brochures had to 
be reviewed, websites had to be checked, manufacturers had to be contacted and, 
finally, we had to interview some of them face to face. 
 
Groundhog Day: there still seem to be vendors who perhaps don’t want to advertise and sell their products 
at all. Information? Not a thing! I find it sad when someone apparently does not even consider it necessary 
to reply to an enquiry. 
 
Several great vendors who have done good information work over the years have withdrawn because it 
was not financially worthwhile to serve the Z gauge � most recently the Panzer-Shop.nl. We were able to 
personally assess the quality of the products, and do not find it understandable that they did not have 
sufficient interest. 
 
However, we consider whining about a lack of customer interest to be unjustified if the officially offered 
communication channels are not even monitored and served. If you do not answer customers and the 
media, you should not be surprised if they turn away from you. In such cases, I cannot offer any sympathy 
for economic failure. 
 
Why am I writing this? The answer is simple: to interpret such cases as rare exceptions, their number is 
too high after all. Quite a few small-series suppliers seem to be artists at best, but by no means 
commercially active businessmen. 
 
But, I don’t want to complain either and promise you a detailed report with exciting spring new products . 
We Zetties can expect some great models, smart ideas and also two real innovations. So, even in year 
1 after our big anniversary, things are moving fast! 
 
During our visit to Nuremberg, however, we couldn’t help but notice that the time of model railways at the 
International Toy Fair will probably come to an end for good very soon. I’m not quite sure yet how I should 
interpret this personally: somehow such a fair seems outdated in our market, but on the other hand, a lot 
can be presented there in a short time and in a small space. And new suppliers also have the chance to 
introduce themselves to interested retailers. 
 
Certainly, fixed distribution channels play a much smaller role in Z gauge, because in our scale, what 
constitutes individuality runs through direct channels. And, with that, I touch on another topic of this 
edition: We report, by the way, also in parallel on Trainini TV, on the successful Z gauge exhibition in 
Bad Schwartau. 
 
This model railway exhibition was a showcase and an expression of creativity and individuality at the 
same time. Enjoy reading and admiring the photos!  
 
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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We thank Jan Tappenbeck for his contribution to the exhibition report. 
 
Date of publication of the German language version of this issue: 24 February 2023 
 
 

Cover photo: 
The diesel locomotive DE10 1099 of the Tobu Railway is as-signed 
to rail service and is pulling a passenger train today. Its attractive 
livery harmonises well with the green of the land-scape. Photo: 
Rokuhan 
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The Douglas DC-6B from Herpa 
An Aircraft made History 
 
The Douglas DC-6B became an important landmark in the history of civil aviation. With the Pan 
Am colours, it also bears the livery of a true icon in this case. This combination results in an 
aircraft that was also significant in German history at the Iron Curtain. We recognise this with a 
new Herpa model. 
 
The four-engined Douglas DC-6 marked a turning point towards modern pressurised-cabin aircraft, but 
still belonged to the era of piston engine propulsion. Its further development into the DC-7 finally made it 
the last Douglas passenger aircraft with piston engines. 

 
Manufactured from 1946 to 1958 in four different versions, it was the first Douglas Aircraft Company 
aircraft to have a pressurised cabin. This enabled it to replace its predecessor, the DC-4, which we have 
also presented here before, on long-haul and overseas routes. 
 
It was in direct competition with the Lockheed Constellation, but was distinguished by its high efficiency 
and reliability. This became a sales success, which is reflected in over 700 aircraft of this type, some of 
which are still in service today in South Africa and South America. 

Loosely based on a historic photo on the Herpa product packaging, this shot shows the Douglas DC-6B of Pan American World 
Airways from above. 
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The DC-6B version being presented today is closely related to the DC-6A cargo version, which was 
created in 1949. Like it, the -6B is an extended version that has to become the most successful of the 
aircraft family. It differs from its sister version by the cabin windows, the omitted cargo doors and the 
omission of the reinforced cabin floor. 
 
It was designed for 54 passengers, but with maximum seating it could even carry 102! Pan Am introduced 
an �Economy Class� for the first time with the �Super-6� version, which led to cheaper fares with narrower 
seating and a reduced number of seats on board, today a standard in air travel. 
 
The first flight occured on 2 February 1951, and the total number of this version reached 288. The choice 
of a Pan Am example for today’s model presentation was not made by chance. For one thing, Pan 
American World Airways was an icon of international air travel until its demise in 1991. 
 
Furthermore, this type of aircraft was not only a landmark for routes originating in the United States, but 
also a special aircraft for Germany in particular. During the years of German division, the western part of 
Berlin could only be served by airlines of the three Allies, and Pan Am was the leading airline of the three. 
 
Pan Am also operated twelve DC-6Bs from Berlin-Tempelhof on the routes leading into Germany (�Intra 
German Services�), which thus also became symbols of freedom. The airline’s total fleet was much larger, 
with 54 aircraft of this version alone. They were purchased from 1952 onwards. 
 
The propeller-driven aircraft had a range of 7100 km, which was significantly greater than that of the first 
jet aircraft and thus led to time advantages on many routes despite the lower cruising speed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

continues on page 7 

As a model, the aircraft commemorates a turning point in the history of technology: it was the first Douglas model to receive a 
pressurised cabin and (almost) marks the end of the piston engines. Photo: Oleksiy Mark 






































































































































































