
May 2023  Volume 19 • Issue 214
  

������������	
������� 
Free, 

  electronic magazine 
  for railroad enthusiasts 
  in the scale 1:220 

 and Prototype 
 

 
www.trainini.eu 

Published monthly 
no guarantee 

 
ISSN 2512-8035 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Encounter with the Rabbit Hutch 

 
 
A View of Nature 
Intermodellbau 2023

Trainini 
German Magazine for Z Gauge 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2023 Page 2 www.trainini.eu 

Introduction 
 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
An exhausting, but also exciting month, is now behind me, and also behind all my 
co-workers for this magazine, and especially for this edition. It began with an 
invitation to Hamburg, where we were able to attend the premiere of a new section 
in the Miniatur Wunderland. 
 
It was a very long, but above all eventful day, which will also keep us busy for a 
while: Among everything we were making and bringing back with us, there is also 
some exciting film material. We would like to process this into a new episode of Trainini TV. 
 
The only thing we are short of now is time because many events this month have jumbled up all our 
schedules: On the one hand, there are the print magazines of various publishers who also wanted to be 
part of the Hamburg premiere. In their editions you will see different perspectives and more photos. 
 
But there is also a lot going on around new product deliveries: Märklin has supplied us with a whole pile 
of new models, including three new models from new moulds. To measure and test them all in time was 
too much for us. A little later, we learned of an improvement that had to be considered in our test in any 
case. 
 
As a result, topics had to be swapped and postponed. This is unpleasant for me, because once again 
reports are affected that I hope will get a good response from you. But time is limited, especially free time. 
I have felt that again this month. 
 
Regarding the publication date of this edition, which has also been pushed back, too far for my personal 
liking, I therefore ask for your understanding. Editors, translators, and all other helpers carry out their 
tasks with passion in their spare time. Quality is always more important to us than rigid publication 
deadlines. 
 
I therefore hope that you will forgive the delays and look forward even more to the contents of the May 
edition. A new model presentation, two event reports and a continuation of the annual focus on 2023 
should guarantee a colourful mix. 
 
In the book and film reviews, too, we are going far off the beaten track: with a focus on editing images 
and photos, we are devoting ourselves to an important marginal topic of our hobby. In the case of film, it 
is a true discovery that only came into focus with the recently launched sale. 
 
The list of reports we had to process seems endless to me, after all, we also had to draw a line and set 
the well-known editorial deadline. In short, on behalf of everyone involved, I hope that the effort and work 
was worthwhile to satisfy you. Have fun browsing through the lines of this edition and stay well-disposed 
towards us! 
  
 
Sin-Z-erely, 
 
Holger Späing 

Holger Späing 
Editor-in-chief 
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Cover photo: 
BDnf 738 “rabbit hutches” were once commonplace on main and 
branch lines. They ran behind all reversible locomotives of all series 
and traction types. And so here we have two examples in front of 
the lens at the same time. 
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A rabbit hutch for Spur Z 
Märklin fills the Gap 
 
The driver's cab and train driver's compartment were at the opposite end of the car from the toilet, 
their sizes were identical: The “Silberlinge” control cars procured from 1961 onwards were 
therefore disparagingly referred to as the “rabbit hutch” and even the “driver's toilet” by the 
operating personnel. Operationally, they quickly gained in importance, which has now finally led 
to a 1:220 scale model at Märklin. 
 
After the Bundesbahn had procured prototypes for the type 4n coaches, which became known as 
�Silberlinge� (silver pieces), from 1958 onwards, matching control cars also followed from 1961 onwards. 
Like the regular seat cars, they were given an unpainted outer skin of stainless steel (German 
abbreviation �Nirosta�) and the typical beadwork in a peacock’s eye pattern below the window band. The 
end faces were excluded from this pattern. 
 
These new control cars, later designated as BDnf 738, were intended to support and accelerate the 
replacement of outdated cars with wooden superstructures. In addition to two large 2nd class 
compartments, they also had a luggage compartment and the driver’s cab for pushed operation. 

 
As the last one was extremely cramped, the coaches were soon referred to as the �bunny hutch� and did 
not enjoy too much popularity. The control compartment could be divided with two swing doors so that a 
central aisle was created between the control stand (right side of the vehicle) and the driver’s cabin (left 
side). 
 
A rubber diaphragm, which was narrower in the vertical area, and transition plates made it possible to 
use this central aisle as a transition to the next car when the front door was opened. This was intended 
for the case when the control car was not used, as such, and ran in the middle of the train set. 
 

A “Silberlinge” reversible train could also not be missing from the anniversary parades for “150 Years of German Railways” in 
Nürnberg (Nuremberg). On 14 September 1985, this BDnf 738 is there, showing exactly the operating condition chosen by Märklin. 
Photo: Manfred Kopka (CC-BY-SA-4.0) 
 



Trainini® ������������	
�������
  
German Magazine for Z Gauge 
 

May 2023 Page 5 www.trainini.eu 

Behind the driver’s cab was the luggage compartment, which could be loaded on both sides via two bi-
fold doors. Adjacent to this was a large passenger compartment, and behind it a small one. At the end of 
the smaller one was the toilet and two folding seats. The two door systems separating the three 
aforementioned areas were different: behind the luggage compartment was a single folding door, and 
between the passenger compartments was a double folding door. 
 
From the passenger�s point of view, the new carriages were very well thought-out: upholstered seats with 
imitation leather upholstery were not yet taken for granted at that time, and this seating comfort also led 
to the use of �Silberlinge� in faster trains for a long time, up to high-class express trains. 
 
The maximum permitted speed was 120 or 140 km/h, depending on the equipment. The successor type 
BDnrzf 739, built from 1969 onwards and largely identical in appearance, received improved and 
reinforced brakes throughout and was allowed to run at 140 km/h. It also no longer had steam heating. 
 
However, the bogies of the Minden-Deutz type remained light as a common feature with its predecessors. 
From 1971, the Bundesbahn reacted to the criticism that the driver’s cabs were too narrow (front to back) 
with the BDnrzf 740, which was given the so-called Karlsruhe head. 
 
Its own design was already shown in 1:220 scale in the Märklin models 8718 produced from 1978 
onwards. Even �bunny hutches� were converted accordingly at the same time as the Mini-Club models 
appeared and then designated BDnf 735. 

 
However, the appearance became even more colourful: Since the connecting doors were hardly used, 
DB removed them during stays in the repair works. Thus, the transition doors were closed, which certainly 
also curbed draughts due to leaks, and the transition plates were removed. The rubber diaphragms on 
the driver’s cab side also disappeared, often with a time delay. 
 

The class 280 reversible train, which was already offered as an Era IV version, was also used with bunny hutches. Here, 280 010-0 is 
on its way with N 7772 near Ebermannstadt on 12 August 1975. Photo: Werner Vierling, Eisenbahnstiftung 
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A variant of the wagons that should not be neglected is the type Bdnb 742. It was created by conversion 
when the driver’s cabs were severely damaged in accidents and the wagon was no longer needed with 
the push-pull function. The signal horn and headlights were then removed, the transitional equipment 
was then fully represented. This also included a functional rubber diaphragm which stood out from the 
control wagon in its standard design. 
 
A final look at the prototype is the colours used. Even though the side walls remained unpainted, the 
frame was colour-contrasted from them. As delivered, the cars had a black stripe here. From 1975, the 
side beams were then repainted ocean blue. 
 
 
An overdue decision 
 
After 45 years of waiting, the Göppingen-based manufacturer is finally offering the distinctive head shape 
of the �Silberlinge� control cars, which is so popular with model railway enthusiasts. This is an important 
step because the previous offers could only cover the prototype period from 1971 onwards. 
 
Accordingly, it was not a single control car from Märklin for Era III in the past. The once most modern 
face and the modernity of the DB associated with the reversible trains was therefore completely missing 
in an important, but, so popular era. 

 
This will now finally change, because our prototype section also shows which variation possibilities are 
still available here and a model has already been announced for Era III. This is also extremely important 
news against the background of several locomotives in the product program that are suitable for 
reversible trains and have appeared in new form since 2010: V 2000, E 41, and V 80. 
 
 

The new local transport car set (art. no. 87189) comes in three parts and features the long awaited BDnf 738 “rabbit hutch” as a new 
tooling. 
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Added to this is the fact that the 8718 �Silberlinge� control cars and all their successors to date are 
perceived as technically outdated because, until recently, they were still fitted with incandescent lamps 
whose light emission is barely perceptible when not travelling at ICE speeds. 
 
The MHI car pack 87189 that we are looking at today is therefore an important signal to customers and 
arouses joy for possible combinations in the future. At the same time, the aim is to finally catch up 
technically to the current state of the art, which seems all the more important, as this has long been done 
with the locomotive models almost through the series. 

 
So, our expectations for this report are high and now we will see if the BDnf 738 control car, which has 
not even been delivered in full numbers yet, meets the expectations placed on it. Beforehand, it should 
be noted that the MHI car pack also includes a silver Bnrzb 719 with 2nd class and an ABnb 703 with 
1st/2nd class. 
 

In identical size we show here the three silver pieces from the new MHI wagon pack to make their respective design visible: above the 
control car BDnf 738, the 1st/2nd class car ABnb 703 in the centre, and the 2nd class wagon Bnrzb 719 at the bottom. 
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These two cars were created with the help of the moulds that were first used in 1976 for the �Silberlinge� 
premiere in the Z scale product program, i.e., two years before the control wagon with the Karlsruhe 
head. 
 
The chosen printing variant is not new either, and corresponds to the one from the train set 81356. 
Qualitatively deviating features also apply to the rabbit hutch are now to be considered and find their way 
into this article via it. We will therefore not look at the two passenger cars separately. 
 
 
Märklin’s model implementation 
 
The new BDnf 738 control wagon has one thing in common with the classics from the Mini Club range: it 
is based on the chassis of the former 8718 model, on which its housing was placed according to an 
identical concept. 
 
This means that the new mould does not have a removable roof, but that the front and side walls together 
with the roof form a single injection moulded part. If you want to get to the interior, which seems 
superfluous in view of the lack of interior fittings (insert figures) and the need to replace lamps, the body 
must be lifted off the chassis. 
 

The “face” of the control wagon looks convincing. Only the area of the buffer beam looks a bit bare due to the lack of coupling hooks 
and brake hoses. By the way, the plugged-in control cable for the reversing cable was also omitted, which should be at the front right 
of the head in the top view (compared to the prototype photo on page 4). 
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If the car floor and the Minden-Deutz bogies with the axle wipers for current collection are �old 
acquaintances�, the circuit board inside the car is not. It was newly developed and now finally works with 
warm white and red LEDs to display the direction-dependent head or tail lights. 
 
The light output at the driver’s cab end is good; the light was perceptible even at low track voltage and 
did not flicker in the test. We are completely satisfied at this point. As with the prototype, the lanterns for 
the three-light headlight and the two red tail lights are structurally separated. 
 

 
Märklin has also handled this correctly from a functional point of view, which does not seem at all self-
evident: We are thinking of VT 085 from the construction year 2005/06. It would have been desirable if 
the lanterns of the tail light had appeared in a perceptible red. 
 
Then the ends would also have given the prototypical impression of a red cover glass, because the light 
guide is indeed coloured through. But this is not a real point of criticism, because we also have to keep 
in mind the small size of the diffusing lenses in 1:220 scale. They appear very dark when not illuminated, 
so that their colour is almost impossible to make out. 
 
The dimensional accuracy of the new products is also good and they fit in well with the already existing 
�Silberlinge� cars. Minor deviations concern the height and especially the width, which are always the 
most critical points in our scale. However, the percentage classifications easily hide the fact that these 
are probably mostly unavoidable measuring errors. 
 
The engravings of the model are no outlier compared to the already existing cars of this type family. Since 
we would like to rate the �Silberlinge� as a whole, as successful and still contemporary, this also applies 
to the new rabbit hutch. Thus, the window inserts are also made without gaps. 
 

The new design also included a circuit board that now finally works with light-emitting diodes. Its design will also allow it to be used 
in the Karlsruhe head: an identical position of the light channels can be seen on the housing lying on the head. The one above also 
clearly shows that the light guide for the tail lights is coloured red.  
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We particularly like the implemen-
tation of the wipers on the driver’s cab 
side (see photo on page 8), as they 
also played a decisive role in shaping 
the face of the prototype. 
 
The gap between the car body and 
the window insert is barely notice-
able, and the colour of the transition 
has been improved. 
 
The only small compromise is the 
typhoon’s horn moulded on the roof. 
 
This can only be seen at a closer 

look, but an attached component, which was developed for the V 36 and could also be used for a new 
railbus construction, would have promoted a more filigree appearance.  
 
We have to take a closer look at the chosen design of the front side with the driver’s cab: A transition 
door with window (and handle) has been reproduced there, but no transition plate that could be folded 
down when used in the prototype. 
 

 
 
This obviously points to the operational abandonment of the transition function, which became common 
in the seventies, at the latest. The mounted rubber moulding with its narrower vertical stripes does not 

Dimensions and data for the DB BDnf 738 control wagon: 
 
 Prototype  1:220  Model Difference 
 
Length over buffers (LüP) 26.400 mm 120,0 mm 119,9 mm  - 0,1 % 
Height (roof edge) above  
 railhead  4.050 mm  18,4 mm 17,8 mm  - 3,3 % 
Width (car body)  2.825 mm  12,8 mm 13,1 mm  + 2,3 % 
  
Distance between pivots  19.000 mm  86,4 mm 86,5 mm  + 0,1 % 
Total axle base  21.500 mm  97,7 mm 97,3 mm  - 0,4 % 
Bogie wheelbase  2.500 mm  11,4 mm 11,2 mm1  - 1,8 % 
Wheel diameter  950 mm  4,3 mm  4,4 mm  + 2,3 % 
 
Service weight  27,4 t  ---  16,5 g 
 
Permissible maximum speed 120 or 140 km/h 
Construction year(s) from 1961 
Number of units 350  

The horn above the driver's cab (view from the front on page 8), which would have been a better choice as a separately attached part, 
looks a bit too plasticy. The black frame edge that does not continue to the buffer beam is really disturbing. 
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seem to fit in with this. However, this corresponds to our own memories of a transitional period and also 
matches the prototype photo from the railway anniversary in 1985 (on page 4). 
 
More decisive here will be whether Märklin will change this on the Era III model from the 87074 car pack 
from the 2023 spring new products! Unfortunately, the hand sample does not suggest this so far. 
However, the colouring of the frame replica in the front area will probably be better. 
 
By using the chassis from the Karlsruhe head, the black long girder replica does not extend all the way 
to the buffer beam. Where it ends prematurely at the chassis, it picks up the body’s housing again and 
runs through it. 
 
On the model we are looking at here, Märklin has neglected to paint the corresponding part of the �little 
hat� in the buffer area black. This looks a bit strange and unique, and does not correspond to the prototype 
in any way. 
 
Otherwise, the painting is done cleanly and in the right colours (painted areas of the prototype) and 
accurately (replicating the stainless-steel skin). As with all recent models, the appearance has been 
chosen to be quite matt with a clear coat, which is closer to the operational impression. 

 
The roof colour of the control car deserves a few words, as it differs from the other two coaches. The 
BDnf 738 shows an umber grey roof according to RAL 7022, which corresponds to the painting 
regulations from November 1964. The black Ege biscuit in regulation design also matches this. The 
inscriptions of the BD Karlsruhe and the revision date, by the way, indicate an operating condition of the 
year 1977. 
 

The printing of the model is very elaborate and clean under a magnifying glass: It includes the operating inscriptions, as well as the 
door handles and the step plates. Also worth noting is the imprint “Handbrake here” between the two steps. In contrast to the other 
passenger cars, the vertical handle bar at the end of the car is also printed on the rabbit hutch, and not raised as a moulding. 
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The other two seat cars still have the roof in RAL 9006 white aluminium, which was the standard at the 
time of delivery to DB. The negative version of the Ege biscuit on them, which was characteristic of many 
�Silberlinge� for a long time, is then also conclusive. 

 
This design was originally based on a 
misinterpretation of the labelling regu-
lations for light-coloured back-
grounds. 
 
Later, it was specified and supple-
mented to the effect that the letters 
DB must always appear light and are 
always surrounded by a wide, dark 
border on the outside. 
 
This brings us to the last point, 
�printing.� It is on the usual high Mär-
klin level and leaves nothing to be 
desired. 
  
The inscriptions on the side walls and 
frames are in the correct colours and 
are complete. They also include class 
numbers in the old typeface directly 
next to the doors and smoking/non-
smoking signs. 
 
The peacock’s eye pattern under-
neath the window sill is also repro-
duced by pad printing, since this has 
been the case with all �Silberlinge� 
editions, so far. 
 

The roof colours of the driving trailer (right) and the other two silver cars differ, which is quite prototypical. Further printing elements 
can be seen here, which underline the high quality. The sides of the vertical rubber buffers elements, which have not received any 
black paint, are not liked. 
 

At the opposite end of the car, we find a black transition plate. The tail lights are 
red. This also corresponds to the reproduction of the other two wagons in the pack.
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Correctly, it does not run over the front sides and corresponds in the print image to recent editions of this 
type. Differences may become disturbingly visible if the model railroader combines older and younger 
editions. 
 
Except for the red tail light dummies at the non-driver’s cab end, the front sides of all wagons of the pack 
remained unprinted. We would like to describe the rubber diaphragms as incompletely coloured: While 
the horizontal parts appear completely black, i.e., also, on the outer sides, all vertical elements have only 
been printed in black on the front. A few individual improvements could be made here. 
 
This is not necessary on the steps of the entrances. As far as we know, this is the first time that Märklin 
has tried to reproduce the lattice plate supports of the steps by printing a thin strip in white aluminium. 
And that works very well on the model. 
 
 
Summary 
 
In the final overall assessment, this is an important wagon that has been sorely missed in the product 
program for a long time. Technically, it has been reproduced in a contemporary manner and does not 
afford any weaknesses in the mouldings. 

 
The paintwork is also one of its strengths, as is the adherence to the most important prototype 
dimensions. With the driver’s cab end we hope that Märklin has left room in its moulds for the variants of 
the prototype by means of sliders, and that in the future it will also be able to present us with a complete 
transition with tread plate or an example with dismantled diaphragms. 

The train encounter of the front page from a different perspective: We now see the three-light headlights of the new “bunny hutch”
BDnf 738. 
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It would certainly be a special treat if a rubber diaphragm could also be represented in the standard 
version and thus also the version as it was presented after the driver’s cab had been removed. Such half 
luggage cars were used for a time in many night trains that were not operated as push-pull trains. 
Especially well known is the use with the tiny electric locomotive E 69. 
 
The only weakness of the model is the printing on the rubber diaphragms, which could have been better. 
The edge of the frame, which is not painted or printed in black all the way to the buffer beam, disturbs 
the overall appearance, which apparently Märklin has already noticed. We conclude this from the hand 
sample of the announced Epoch III production model. 
 
Consequently, we experience a model that gives a lot of pleasure and should have a great future in the 
Mini Club assortment. Almost all criticised points can be eliminated without shape corrections, which is 
why they do not carry much weight here. We, therefore, nominate the BDnf 738 control wagon from the 
87189 local transport car pack for the best new release of the year 2023 in the category cars. 
 
 
 
 
 

Manufacturer of the basic model: 
https://www.maerklin.de 
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Layout details (part 2) 
Our chaotic Nature 
 
Our editor Dirk Kuhlmann shares his reflections about layout detailing beyond tracks and 
buildings. How can a track plan be complemented with a beautiful landscape and what are the 
key aspects to look out for? The following photo essay provides a good illustration of the chaos 
of nature and how its replication can make all the difference towards a successful layout.  
 
What is the secret to a scenically coherent model railway layout? It is the unbelievable diversity in real 
nature, which often may appear chaotic to the observer, but is nowadays the yardstick for authenticity 
even at the reduced scale of our model railways. 
 
The exemplary view of a quite ordinary meadow landscape shows us a multitude of different vegetation, 
partly bare layers of earth or even accumulations of stones, and all this, of course, always in the context 
of the respective regional setting. 

 
Only we humans have added straight lines and other geometric shapes to the environment (although 
there are certainly naturally occuring regular structures such as honeycombs with their hexagonal cells). 
And this man made mark on nature has influenced and even changed our habits and how we look at 
nature.  
 
Therefore, it is not surprising that our human centered perception of nature is so often extended to model 
railway layouts, almost as an �ideal of beauty�. 
 
 

A narrow rural road to a farm in Ostfriesland (East Frisia): nature is present in great variety and certainly in an unorganised, even 
chaotic state. This is a photo from a 1:220 scale layout. 
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One good example is the transition from a paved road to its green shoulder and beyond. Most layouts, 
even real top ones of any scale, feature lush and densely applied grass fibres right next to the tar surface, 
as if it was drawn with a ruler. On a brand new road with a still dark asphalt surface this would be 
absolutely acceptable, but otherwise? 
 
Of course, it is up to each model railroader how he sees his �ideal world�. The only thing to observe is 
that these exhibits usually have a short lifespan, the landscape somehow doesn’t seem really exciting � 
rather boring. The subsequent dismantling of the layout is usually only a matter of time. 
 
Here I may simply invite you to repeatedly take a walk into nature and reality, preferably with a camera 
at hand. This will, in a very short time, sharpen your eye for the chaotic conditions out there. 
 
A subsequent look at the programme of various landscape material manufacturers will also show how 
diverse the range of products has become and that the all basic prerequisites for modelling authentic 
looking landscapes are available. But what is the most sensible way to proceed? 
 
 
Do your research 
 
Usually, the subject of a ones model railway layout is searched for in ones immediate vicinity, track plans 
of the prototype are converted to the respective scale and, if everything goes well, we will find matching 
kits for building and other structures. 
 

Man has left his marks, but nature is reclaiming its place. 
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Further research can be done on the internet and eventually this will produce a more concrete idea of the 
landscaping part of the project. With the photos you have already taken of the desired area, a new layout 
can now be conceived at the same time. And, it really helps to consider the landscaping part as being of 
the same priority of a modelling project, as the rolling stock and track plan parts. 
 

The next step is to venture out into nature and collect 
stones, sand and various types of earth. This will be yet 
another opportunity to become aware of the complete 
mess that exists next to a normal paved footpath. 
 
This is exactly the process for how I apporached my 
first �chaotic� model railway layout many years ago, 
�Helenensiel�, set on the North Sea coast. 
 
When researching the porject, many fellow holiday-
makers wondered about my photo work, with the well 
adjusted and sinfully expensive camera mostly pointed 
at the ground and instead of the �blue sea and blue sky 
with white clouds.� 

 
 

continues on page 20 

Using self-collected natural materials  
Stones, sand and soil appear in the programmes of many 
accessory suppliers. There is nothing that speaks against using 
these for railway modelling. 
 
However, when using self-collected materials please bear in 
mind that they can also contain invisible and unwanted 
components, such as fungal spores or insect eggs. 
 
Before using them on your layout, self-collected material should 
therefore, first be sterilised. This is most easily done by first 
moistening the material, then spreading it as easily on a baking 
tray and finally putting it in the oven.  
 
Exposure to a temperature of at least 120
C for 30 minutes will 
destroy all proteins. 
 
If the layer to be sterilised is thicker, it should be done in 
between, or exposed to the heat for longer. The target 
temperature must be reached in all areas within the full 
exposure time. 

Four different roads from very different regions. Apart from the condition of the road surfaces, the respective shoulders may also 
serve as prototypes for a modelling project. 
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In the model and along the road’s pavement runs a sandy shoulder. No straight lines to be seen there, and low-growing plants will 
slowly overgrow the scenery, unless humans intervene (top). Plants will seek out the smallest niche or crack in the road surface to 
grow. To us, it is just weeds and it looks messy. In reality, it is another hallmark of chaotic nature (bottom). 
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Many contemporary model railway layouts are designed with have a stony, sandy and earthy base, and low-growing plants modelled 
with turf materials. Real pieces of wood convey a visually varied forest floor (top). In the finished layout, there is not much left to be 
seen of the detailed preparatory work (bottom). Instead, the chaotic character of nature comes to the fore. 
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I had chosen early autumn as the season I wanted to model and noticed already the different shades of 
colour of the grass. On a rather run-down side road, I noticed the repeated lack of greenery on at least 
50 cm to the verge, with only individual pioneer plants to be found here. 
 

The verge simply consisted of very fine gravel that is often found at the edge of country roads, but nature 
is reclaiming lost terrain bit by bit. Somewhere between the grass there was still a complete section of 
railway track, overgrown and forgotten. Such a scenery is of course perfectly suited to the year 2023 and 
has become a trend with many manufacturers: the so-called �Lost Places�. 
 
 

 
continues on page 22 

In recent decades, the clearing of vegetation next to the tracks has been less intensive than before. This is also worth of a design 
attempt. Whether in Düsseldorf (left photo) or in Portugal (right photo), the scenes look very similar. 
 

With sidings that are hardly used, it is sometimes only a matter of time before everything is overgrown. 
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On this photo diorama, everything seems to be in order. However, grass and bushes are spreading more and more along the railway 
embankment. The first pioneer plants have found a home in the ballast bed. Even the artificial drainage ditch next to the construction 
remains is barely visible. 
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A nearby row of trees sparked some further curiosity in me. It looked as if man had planted the birches 
here in a row, but far from it! He had created a drainage ditch decades ago and where there is water, 
there is life. A careful look showed that nothing had grown in a line here, and that things were rather a 
complete mess. 
 
Besides, even the wild and taller plants towards the edge of the field was remarkable. Days later, 
elsewhere, I examined the plant species at the edge of a natural mixed forest. An elderly couple 
approached me and I was astonished to learn that both were botanists in their professional life. 
 

They explained a few things to me and of course the names of the individual plants until my notepad was 
almost full. A little further on, the forest cleared a bit and a dark green carpet spread out in front of us. I 
was told that it was a wood anemone. 
 
It grows in light shade, for example at the edge of shrubs or under deciduous trees. Due to its early 
vegetation period, it can also be observed under otherwise heavily shaded plants and has white flowers. 
In fact, I transplanted this plant species years later on one of my dioramas.  
 
 
Implementation 
 
I would like to spare you a lengthy list of tips here and instead refer you to our Trainini®- issues 6/2017 
to 12/2017, which will allow you to study the extensive steps of landscape design at your leisure and 
implement them, if necessary, or even supplement them with your own ideas. 

If a house is not maintained, nature will soon take over from all sides. 
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continues on page 25 

In the absence of human intervention, the natural weathering process will take its course. Layers of earth are worn away by the force 
of water, and, depending on the region, the subsoil will appear. Nevertheless, plants are once again asserting themselves. The scene 
shown can be seen on the “Tillmanns Loch” layout of the FdE Burscheid (model railway club). 
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Photo above: 
On the right an environment artificially formed by humans and a gradual transition to the left towards an increasingly chaotic and 
“naturally untidy” environment. Both scenes nevertheless harmonize well between each other. 
 
Photo middle: 
At the edge of a forest, it is the previously mentioned variation in the ground cover and low growing vegetation which fills the layout 
with life (see also photos on page 19). 
 
Photo below: 
The concepts described here apply to all modelling scales, as this shot from a non-Z-scale layout illustrates.  
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With all the design suggestions, the basic rule is quickly established: Approach the design of your 
landscape in a completely unorthodox way, if possible by following your gut feeling. If you leave the ruler 
or set square in the drawer, it will work out with modelling an outhentic looking piece of nature. 
 

Take your time for the basic ground design, as the later addition of greenery is simply the completion of 
the landscape. Forest areas should not be hinted at in a rudimentary way, but require a lot of trees and 
suitable ground cover for arriving at a convincing result. 
 
To avoid �design accidents� during the first serious attempts at taking up such an approach, it is advisable 
to first test compositions on small wooden boards. This could directly involve also involve some training 
sessions for the use of a static grass applicator.  
 
Of course, there are wonderful ready made grass mats with the most diverse vegetation available today. 
They offer a real alternative to electric grassing or even speed up the work. Many of the products on offer 
from the H0 gauge range can also be used for the 1:220 scale without further modification. 
 
Even the 4 mm high grass fibres serve a useful purpose. Look in late summer at a non-cultivated edge 
of a meadow, the height of growth is sometimes quite astonishing. 
 
Finally, I would like to give you a simple but effective piece of advice, which I have been following myself 
for many years: Repeated test photos taken of the evolving layout at the approximate height of a Preiser 
figure and further photos taken from a maximum of 10 cm above the layout surface will give a good 
indication of whether or not the design is going into the right direction. 
 

Further evidence: Even at larger scales, the obsession with detail in the design of chaotic nature, can flourish, or simply just look 
good. 
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In doing so, avoid to focus on the track and don�t even include any rolling stock in order to avoid distraction 
from the landscape. Include a train only later in the final photos, and you�ll see that the entire scenery 
looks absolutely coherent. 

References of our author: 
https://www.helenensiel.com 

Last, but not least: Nature shows us the different colours of grass and thus a welcome visual variation of pure meadow landscapes 
(left). Transposed to the model layout, this variety of colours speaks its own language.  
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Note for English readers: The literature section that follows is not translated into English because the 
original texts of the books involved are in the German language. The original German is left here for 
information purposes only. 
 
 
Bildbearbeitung mit GIMP 2.10 
Sicher zu guten Bildern 
 
Ratgeber haben wir schon viele gesehen und gelesen. Doch nur wenige erfüllen tatsächlich den 
Zweck, einem unbedarften Menschen zum sicheren Umgang mit dem vorgestellten Thema zu 
verhelfen. Ein Buch, das sich genau diese Lorbeeren verdient, stellen wir heute vor. Das einzig 
Außergewöhnliche an ihm ist sein Inhalt: Üben und Erlernen von Bildbearbeitung mit GIMP 2.10. 
 
Robert Klaßen 
GIMP 2.10 
Der praktische Einstieg 
 
Rheinwerk Verlag GmbH 
Bonn 2018 
 
Taschenbuch 
Format 17,2 x 23,0 cm 
381 Seiten mit über 500 farbigen Abbildungen 
 
ISBN 978-3-8362-6583-8 
Titel.-Nr. 6583 
Preis 24,90 EUR (Deutschland) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Keine Frage, diese Rezension, die Sie nun lesen, ist in einem 
Modellbahnmagazin nicht ohne weiteres zu erwarten. Doch besteht 
ein nicht unwesentlicher Teil unseres Hobbys auch darin, die 
eigenen Werke gekonnt auf Bildern zu präsentieren und Dritte 
daran teilhaben zu lassen. 
 
Die selbstgefertigten Aufnahmen sollen dann mindestens genauso spannend und packend wirken, wie 
es das fotografierte Objekt selbst im persönlichen Betrachten auch tut. Und wenn eine solche Anlage 
oder Diorama dann in einem Magazin wie unserem portraitiert werden soll, stellen sich auch schon 
höhere Ansprüche an die Aufnahmen. 
 
Vielleicht aber denkt der eine oder andere Leser aber auch daran, einen eigenen Internetauftritt zu 
installieren und sich auf diese Weise bekannt zu machen. Dann sind bald Banner und Schaltflächen, 
bisweilen auch weitere Grafiken gefragt. 
 
Für alle diese Belange gibt es mit GIMP ein leistungsfähiges und frei verfügbares Programm. Es zu 
verstehen und zu beherrschen, ist dann der Schlüssel zum Erfolg. Diesen verspricht das vorliegende 
Buch und wir möchten natürlich wissen und teilen, wie gut es diesen Zweck erfüllt. 
 
Zum Autor Robert Klaßen können wir keine eigenen Erfahrungen beitragen, doch seine Referenzen 
stehen außer Frage: Er versteht sein Handwerk und ist fachlich dafür bestens geeignet. Doch wird er 
auch ebenso gut und verständlich schreiben können, um sein umfangreiches Wissen weitergeben zu 
können? 
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Die Antwort nehmen wir gleich vorweg: Die Aufgaben wurden mit Bravour bewältigt. Vor uns liegt ein 
Ratgeber, der wie kaum ein anderer den Leser in die Lage versetzt, GIMP 2.10 erfolgreich anzuwenden, 
den Aufbau des Programms zu verstehen und Erlerntes auch auf neue Projekte zu übertragen, die 
andere Werkzeuge oder Inhalte erfordern. 
 
Dieses Druckwerk besitzt die Grundfunktion einer guten Bedienungsanleitung, sinnvoll angereichert mit 
vielen Tipps und Ratschlägen und so eng wie eben möglich am praktischen Arbeiten mit GIMP 2.10 
ausgerichtet. Es lässt einfach keine Wünsche offen und ist aus unserer Sicht als Glückstreffer zu 
bezeichnen. 
 
Schritt für Schritt lernt der Leser die Welt von GIMP kennen und bekommt verständlich wie auch 
kurzweilig vermittelt, wie die vielen Werkzeuge und Funktionen gekonnt und zielgerichtet eingesetzt 
werden können. 
 
Dabei arbeitet der Autor viel mit Bildern oder Grafiken und verschafft seinen Lesern mit über 60 
Workshops, in denen die im Buch abgebildeten Ergebnisse (angeleitet und erklärt) selbst herbeigeführt 
werden, einen eigenen Erfahrungsschatz. Nur dieser verspricht auch Erfolge, wenn das Buch erst einmal 
beiseitegelegt wurde. 
 
Inhaltlich umfasst die Lektüre die Bildkorrektur und -retusche, Fotomontagen, Schaltflächen und Logos 
für das Internet und noch einiges mehr. Bevor es mit dem Anwenden losgeht, stehen aber auch die 
Installation des Programms und individuelle Einstellmöglichkeiten der Benutzeroberfläche auf der 
Agenda. 
 
Sämtliche Werkzeuge und Funktionen werden thematisiert und vorgestellt, damit beim späteren 
Anwenden ein wichtiges Grundverständnis bereits vorhanden ist. Hier zeigt sich mit der guten und klaren 
Gliederung eine weitere Stärke dieses Titels. 
     
Typische Aufgaben wie das Korrigieren und Nachschärfen unscharfer Fotos, der Umgang mit Text in 
Bildern, das Freistellen von Motiven oder auch das Optimieren von Kontrasten, Intensivieren von Farben 
oder auch das Retuschieren werden hier vermittelt.  
 
Plötzlich erscheint ein leistungsfähiges und deshalb auch komplexes Programm geradezu leicht. Dank 
der leicht anzuwendenden Tipps und Tricks wird nahezu jeder Käufer in die Lage versetzt, mit GIMP 2.10 
Bilder zu erstellen, die ihre Betrachter verblüffen und meist wohl auch faszinieren. 
 
Für vergleichbare gute Programme wie Adobe Photoshop Elements oder gar die Vollversion Adobe 
Photoshop muss teilweise tief in die Tasche gegriffen werden. Hier profitiert der Nutzer von einer 
ehrenamtlich aktiven Programmierergemeinschaft. 
 
Alles, was dann noch fehlt, ist ein Buch wie dieses. Auch der Preis erscheint sehr moderat, besonders 
aber auch im Rückblick unter Einbeziehen der hohen Qualität. Diese schließt auch die Wiedergabe im 
Druck, eine gute Lesbarkeit und die Reproduktion der Fotos und Grafiken mit ein. 
 
Einem Kritiker, der stets bemüht ist, auch in einem noch so guten Produkt noch ein wenig 
Verbesserungspotenzial aufzuzeigen, fällt es schwer zuzugeben, dass er nichts dergleichen gefunden 
hat. Schließlich gibt es auf dieser Welt nun mal nichts Perfektes. Aber alle eigenen Erwartungen, 
überprüft an der fokussierten Zielgruppe, vollständig erfüllt zu sehen, ist dann das größte Lob, das hier 
bedenkenlos auch ausgesprochen werden darf. 

Publishing pages: 
https://www.rheinwerk-verlag.de 
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Filmportrait zur Baureihe 03 
Ein verkannter Renner 
 
Hören wir den Begriff „Schnellzugdampflok“, am besten zusammen mit „Pacific“, dann denken 
wir unweigerlich an die Baureihe 01. Die betriebliche Bedeutung ihrer kleineren Schwester war 
jedoch etwas größer und doch blieb sie stets in deren Schatten. Die Bundesbahn trennte sich 
sogar ein Jahr früher von ihr. Im Märklin-Programm spielte sie seit den siebziger Jahren hingegen 
eine wichtige Rolle. Ein Filmportrait macht die Vorbilder unvergessen. 
 
Rio Grande Video 
Die Stars der Schiene – Folge 85 
Die Baureihe 03 (DB) 
 
VGB Verlagsgruppe Bahn GmbH 
Fürstenfeldbruck 2017 
 
DVD-Video 
Bildformat 4:3 
Tonformat Dolby-Digital 4.0 
Sprache deutsch 
Laufzeit ca. 80 Min. 
 
Best.-Nr. 6385 
Preis 9,99 EUR (im Abverkauf) 
 
Erhältlich direkt ab Verlag 
oder im Fach- und Buchhandel 
 
Während ihrer Dienstzeit stand die Baureihe 03, etwas 
despektierlich auch als �Salondampfer� bezeichnet, stets im 
Schatten der größeren und populäreren Schwester der Baureihe 
01. Entsprechend blieben auch weniger Exemplare von ihr erhalten 
und keine einzige Lok aus dem früheren DB-Bestand ist heute 
betriebsfähig. 
 
Und so blieb auch diese DVD lange außerhalb unserer Wahrnehmung und erwies sich im nun laufenden 
Abverkauf als unverhoffter, aber glücklicher Fund. Interessant ist die Schnellzugdampflok der Baureihe 
03 doch allemal, denn immerhin gehörte sie im Maßstab 1:220 gleich zum Startprogramm des 
Premierenjahres. 
 
Als die Mini-Club 1972 auf der Spielwarenmesse als kleinste elektrischen Serieneisenbahn der Welt 
vorgestellt wurde, rollten fast zeitgleich die allerletzten Vorbildmaschinen aufs Abstellgleis. Unsere 
Modellbahn hat dieser Dampflok also lückenlos ein Andenken bewahrt. 
 
Deshalb glauben wir, dass sich viele unserer Leser auch für die Einsätze dieser Maschinen interessieren, 
um das stimmig auf ihrer Anlage wiederzugeben. Alles, was Sie dann dazu brauchen, ist passendes 
Rollmaterial und dieser Film. 
 
Gemessen an ihrer Gesamtzahl von 298 gebauten Exemplaren war ihre betriebliche Bedeutung sicher 
höher als die der größeren 01. Immerhin 145 Lokomotiven dieser Baureihe gelangten nach dem Krieg in 
den Bestand der Bundesbahn. Um die verbliebenen Vertreter des letzten Einsatzjahrzehnts geht es in 
diesem Film. 
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Fast vollständig basiert das Gezeigte auf historischen Aufnahmen, die auch das klassische Filmformat 
erklären. Nur wenige Einspieler und die Kulisse für zwei Interviews mit früheren Lokführer zu deren 
Betriebserfahrungen und Erinnerungen zeigen zwei erhaltene Maschinen. 
 
Einen deutlichen, thematischen Schwerpunkt bilden die von Hamburg-Altona und Ulm ausgehenden 
Einsätzen, waren es doch zwei der letzten Hochburgen dieser Baureihe. In Ulm endet auch die 
Betriebsgeschichte, denn dieses Betriebswerk wurde als Auslauf-Bw bestimmt. 
 
Blieben die kleinen Pacific-Dampflokomotiven einst gern mit Dampfmangel liegen, bewährten sie sich in 
den letzten zehn Jahren voll und ganz. Zurückzuführen war das auf die umgebaute Saugzuganlage und 
auch das Abwandern in niedere Dienste, wo sie vor allem die Baureihe 3810-40 ersetzte. Höchstleistungen 
waren fortan nur noch selten gefragt. 
 
Dies wird ebenso erläutert und mit interessanten Informationen unterlegt wie auch ihre Rolle als Ablöser 
der Baureihe 186 auf der Strecke zwischen Friedrichshafen und Ulm im Jahre 1962. So wird der 
Zuschauer in die Lage versetzt, die behandelten Baureihe ins Betriebsgeschehen und auch 
leistungsmäßig einzuordnen. 
 
Wie von Rio Grande gewöhnt, wurde all das gekonnt auf Zelluloid festgehalten und nachvertont. Freilich 
sehen wir den historischen Aufnahmen deren Alter von inzwischen bis zu sechzig Jahren an; alles andere 
wäre aber auch nicht authentisch. Das gezeigte Material wurde so gut aufbereitet, dass es inhaltlich nicht 
an Wert verliert und wir uns daran vollkommen erfreuen können. 
 
Ein paar weitere Informationen zu den Inhalten möchten wir Kaufinteressenten noch mitgeben: Die 
Einsätze, die von Ulm aus erfolgten und mit einem Höchstbestand von 17 Maschinen (1965) 
einhergehen, machen rund 25 % des Gesamtfilms aus. 
 
Aber auch Einsätze im Rheintal und im Umfeld von Wiesbaden fanden ebenso Eingang wie einige wenige 
Sequenzen von der Emslandstrecke, auf der die 03 einst eine wirklich wichtige Rolle spielte. Auch 
Bremen und eine Episode in Husum konnten hier untergebracht werden. 
 
Aufmerksamkeit verdient auch das Bw Köln-Deutzerfeld, wo bis 1968 so viele Maschinen dieses Typs 
aus verschiedensten Heimat-Betriebswerken zusammentrafen wie wohl nirgendwo sonst. So finden wir 
natürlich auch Verweise auf Langläufe dieser Baureihe. Schwermütig stimmen hingegen Aufnahmen von 
der Verschrottung. 
 
Ins Bewusstsein gerufen wird durch einen Moderatorenkommentar, dass die Nummernschilder bei der 
Baureihe 03 auf der Rauchkammertür fast durchweg unterhalb des früheren Zentralverschlusses 
befestigt waren, während sie bei der 01 exakt auf dessen Stelle montiert wurden. Er fragt, ob das eine 
(gezielte) Erfindung des AW Braunschweig gewesen sein könnte, um die Baureihen leichter 
unterscheiden zu können? 
 
Letzter wichtiger Themenschwerpunkt sind die Einsätze auf der Marschbahn Hamburg � Westerland. 
Garniert mit den Lokführererinnerungen sind die teils spektakulären Aufnahmen noch spannender 
anzusehen. Den Produzenten der DVD war dies offenbar so wichtig, dass hierzu noch ein separater 
Bonusfilm angehängt wurde, auf den die Hülle nicht mal hinweist. 
 
Wer jetzt Feuer gefangen hat, sollte sich beeilen. Wie eingangs erwähnt, trennt sich VGB | Geramond 
vom verbliebenen Lagerbestand und hat diese DVD deutlich abgepreist. Die DVD erweist sich als 
Schnäppchen und Entdeckung zugleich. 

Publishing pages: 
https://www.vgbahn.shop 
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Relaunch of Intermodellbau Dortmund 
The leading Modelling Exhibition returns 
 
In comparison to previous years, the number of visitors to Intermodellbau was disappointing, but 
after the pandemic it stands up very well against all other modelling exhibitions in Germany. A 
successful comeback is, therefore, definitely to be noted. And in this latest revival, Z gauge also 
played a noticeable role, even though some exhibits also appeared in places one would not 
expect. 
 
Like probably every other trade exhibition, the Intermodellbau in Dortmund had a hard time getting re-
established after an autumn run and a completely cancelled exhibition. A visible sign of this was that 
exhibition space was considerably reduced. This leading trade exhibition for model building and model 
sports had lost a whole three halls at its most recent staging. 
 
When all model building fans were invited back to Dortmund from 20 to 22 April 2023, the exhibition could 
look back on more than 40 years of tradition. At the same time, the 25th anniversary of the Model Railway 
Association in Germany (Moba) was also celebrated on Friday evening, which was still to be made up for 
with a colorful gala evening. 
 

 

Already in the reception area “Messe Nord” it was noticeable that something was different at the Intermodellbau: Lego had made its 
debut here. The visitors had different opinions about this, but there is no doubt that other target groups can be addressed with it. 
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However, around 60,000 satisfied visitors did find their way to Dortmund, where they found a wide range 
of products from all the other model building sectors and scales � only in many parts the scope was 
significantly reduced. 
 
Some well-known names were also missing among the commercial participants, but a total of 355 
exhibitors from 17 countries presented their products in Halls 3 to 7. This most recent event was once 
again targeting experienced model builders, as well as newcomers and families. 

 
In the section of railway modelling relevant to us, more than 30 layouts were on display in Halls 4 and 7. 
The usual program also included seminars and lectures, an interactive area for children, the �Junior 
College Europa� of the BDEF, free handicraft activities for the youngest and rides on a steam railway (in 
Hall 6). 
 
Of course, this also raises the question of how well the children’s offers were aligned with the target 
group? Past exhibitions brought to light both successful ideas and those that failed to appeal to children. 
Therefore, this topic, including barrier-free access, remained a special focus of research. 
 
A broad and well-mixed range of activities in all areas of model making was positively evaluated by those 
in charge of the assessment. Many handicraft offers, usually offered free of charge, invited visitors from 
kindergartens and schools to gain their first model building experience and to get excited about this 
hobby. 
 
In the RC exhibitors’ area, too, there were many opportunities to try controlling a car or a ship yourself. 
Here, too, those responsible, who are confronted with the greatest worries about young people, have 
long since realised that they should choose a new form of approach and participation. 
 
This is probably part of the fixed repertoire in the area of Lego, which had moved in as a new offer at 
Intermodellbau and does not really want to fit in with the other categories, but proved to be important and 
right for attracting further groups of visitors. 
 

The model railway hall was unusually empty: But on Saturday, three hours before the exhibition closed, quite a few visitors, some of 
whom had taken very long journeys to get there, were already on their way home: Due to the nationwide rail strike, many had no other 
choice but to travel by car and had to tolerate traffic jams. 
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It was also noticeable that the majority of model railway layouts were presented at a height that did not 
prevent smaller children from seeing what was on display. Wheelchair users also benefited from this, as 
they were happy to confirm in our conversations. 
 
On the other hand, it is a problem for them, when stairs are set up at greater heights. This was well 
received by parents and children, which is why it has been acknowledged that this trend now also seems 
to be increasing in Germany, but it is not beneficial to the participation of physically disabled people. 

 
In this respect, we have regularly seen a greater awareness in many neighbouring countries to design 
the environment in such a way that hurdles are not unintentionally created for such people. This is also 
confirmed to us by reports from visitors who had travelled to the exhibition with their companions in the 
car and were visiting Messe Dortmund for the first time after the renovation work had been completed. 
 
Their biggest point of criticism was directed at the handicapped parking spaces: While they were used to 
purpose-built parking spaces being as close to the building as possible at other destinations, the location 
and distance, at the redesigned Messe Dortmund, remained very much open to question. 
 
The available parking spaces also proved to be too small in terms of width and accessibility � after all, a 
wheelchair is supposed to be moved next to the fully opened car door, which would have been disastrous 
in the absence of a healthy accompanying person. 
 
However, it could not be ruled out that there are also closer and more suitable parking spaces. Should 
this be the case, the organiser should definitely check his signposting critically and improve it, because 
in this case the �suitable� disabled parking spaces were simply not found. 
 
There is still almost a whole year to discover and cure the remaining �teething troubles� of the trade 
exhibition reconstruction. Here the people we interviewed also proved to be very forgiving of the 
Westfalenhallen Dortmund, despite all their displeasure. By the way, the next iteration of the exhibition is 
planned for 18 to 21 April 2024. 
 
In the organiser’s visitor surveys, guests at the exhibition gave the event an overall rating of �good�. 
Therefore, the Managing Director of Messe Dortmund, Sabine Loos, drew her personal conclusion as 
follows: �The exhibition is a permanent institution in Dortmund. It presents a cross-generational junior and 
continuing education program and is unique worldwide in its diversity of exhibits.� 
 
 
 
 
 

It is always worthwhile to look beyond one's own nose: we also know the Borgward light railcar as a Z gauge small series model. In 
Dortmund, it could be seen in 1 gauge. 
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She is certainly right about that, but in the future it will be important to keep our finger on the pulse of the 
times and to recognise the changing world of model building and its new generation, in order to draw the 
right conclusions at the right time. After all, the official number of visitors, compared to around 100,000 
spectators about ten years ago, also shows how much not only Intermodellbau has suffered � the trend 
cannot be explained by the consequences of the Corona pandemic, alone. 
 
 
Our exhibition tour 
 
We start our tour with a look at the other model-making sections. Many of the exhibitors represented 
there are regulars at the exhibition, which is why individual exhibits and especially the different display 
areas are repeated every year. 
 
Nevertheless, there are always models to see, sometimes more, sometimes less spectacular. We were 
impressed by the dinghy �Tünnes� presented by the DGzRS from its museum collection. It clearly pointed 
out the tasks of the society and indirectly also made clear the dangers to which its rescuers expose 
themselves in many missions. 
 
The original created a fitting scenery for RC ship models of the �John T. Essberger�, once the largest sea 
rescue cruiser with a marine position in the Fehmarnsund and today a museum magnet on land. The 
�Hermann Marwede�, today’s flagship, was also represented, as a model. 
 
 

Actually, not a trade fair exhibit, but as a historic vehicle also interesting for the model railroader, if it is perhaps also set up on his 
layout. 
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In the hall lobby, a gigantic model of the "Titanic", which sank in 1912, welcomed the visitors and proved 
to be a popular photo opportunity. Functional modelling created a fitting scenario by placing an all-terrain  
MAN 4x4 truck at the centre of one of the areas allocated to it. In this way, it attracted visitors to follow 
the smaller models as they made their way through unpaved terrain. 
 

Prototype and model: The dinghy “Tünnes” (photo above) advertises the DGzRS, while the “John T. Essberger” (photo below) is 
representative of the fascination of models. 
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In this hall we also found Burkhard Merz, an exhibitor of Z gauge, who, however, had come for paper 
modelling. His small layout with two ovals inside each other showed a simple landscape, but with many 
paper buildings. 

Burkhard Merz had participated in paper model making on a scale of 1:220 and placed his buildings and vehicles in a depicted railway 
landscape (photo above). But he also demonstrated to interested visitors how such beautiful models are created from print sheets 
(photo below). 
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He had built these with great sensitivity from print templates that he had either found as freely accessible 
files on the internet or was allowed to scale down further to 1:220 scale with permission. All looked 
carefully coordinated and captivated with their photo-realistic print surface. 
 
Not far from his booth we found Minichamps and Imprintium. Thorsten Zwarg took a lot of time for us to 
explain the new approach of his brand Imprintium. According to his explanations, the successful designs 
of Minichamps could easily be transferred to smaller scales, including Z gauge, and thus be transformed 
into cars for model railways via 3D printing. 
 
The initial program that emerged from this idea is immense and is set to grow steadily. Three product 
lines mark the beginning. In the �Military� segment, the ISU-122 tank, the Tiger I armored combat vehicle, 
the Marder infantry combat vehicle and the Leopard 2A6 are already being offered. They are joined by 
the Jeep W with spare wheel and fold-down windscreen. They are each available in a raw version, painted 
and completely decorated. 

 
The civilian motor cars are only available in raw form for designing, but their number is all the greater for 
that: Alfa Romeo GTA 1300 Junior from 1971, Audi Quattro (1980), Chevrolet Camaro (1967), Ford 
Escort RS Cosworth (1992), Mercedes-Benz G-Model Short (W460 from 1980), Lancia Stratos (1974), 
Porsche 911 (992) Carrera 4S Cabriolet and CoupØ (2019), Porsche 911 Turbo (1977), Porsche Cayenne 
(2017), Volvo 240 GL (1986), and the Honda Civic Del Sol (1993). 
 

This list is supplemented by a model 
of the MAN SL200 bus from 1973 as 
well as single-axle trailers with a 
flatbed or open rear loading area. 
 
They can be attached to trailer 
couplings, which have actually been 
functionally reproduced on some of 
the car models. 
 
A link between the military templates 
and those for street racing are above 
all some products from the 
accessories line, which is also only 
available as raw models: Wooden 

The Mercedes-Benz G-model in short version illustrates the delivery state as a unpainted model (left) and a finished model based on 
it (right). It is offered from a cooperation between Minichamps and Imprintium. 
 

This year's Märklin exhibition wagon (item no. 80731) is printed differently on both 
sides due to its flap numbers. 












































































